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Abstract

This thesis investigates the politics of language through the readings of
contemporary Taiwanese novels published after 2000s, with special focus on The
Contents of the Times, Woeful and Gay is Childhood, The Sun’s Blood is Black and
Tan-loo. By investigating the social-historical aspects of nation, gender and class in
these literary works, this research seeks to elucidate how languages are constructed as
a medium to control and dominate the social and cultural hierarchy.

The introduction chapter briefly historicizes the transformation of languages in the
past century. Taiwan was colonized by Japanese Empire (1895-1945), and became the
main Anti-Communism base of ROC in postwar era (1949-2000). The two political
regimes all utilized “language” to create a collective imagination of a “nation” trough
the policies of “national language”, which makes Taiwan people perceive the language
with solid political consciousness. Against this backdrop, “language” becomes an
important theme in the development of cultures and literature, as well as political
identity in Taiwan across generations. What I observe from the writers of new
generation is that, they tend to revisit the history of Taiwan’s languages by creating the
characters with diverse backgrounds, identities and genders. Chapter 2 engages the
“history of language” represented in The Contents of the Times. By reading this novel,
I discuss how the novel articulates the ideology of social and political systems with
various languages (Japanese, Chinese Mandarin, Taiwanese, etc.), and inquiry whether
political consciousness and language are inseparable. Chapter 3 focuses on female
characters in Woeful and Gay is Childhood and The Sun’s Blood is Black to examine
how languages are gendered and socialized via women’s language experiences. Chapter
4 takes accents and correct pronunciation in 7dn-loo as focal theme. The novel shows
how accents display the power structure of languages and a person’s social class.
Furthermore, it implies the Urban-Rural gap in education system.

With the discussions and findings above, 1 argue that language policy and

dominant narrative only reflect partial aspect of a language. The representation of
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different languages such as Chinese, Taiwanese, Japanese and English in literature
shows the changing of power structure and the dynamic experiences of people in
Taiwan. This can be best observed in the novels written by the writers of new generation,

and the contemporary attitudes toward literature and languages in post-2000 novels.

Keywords: politics of language, contemporary Taiwan fictions, post-colonial, politics

of accent, White Terror
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