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Abstract

The dichotomic concepts of “reunifying with the Mainland China” and
“getting Taiwan independent” has increasingly become dominant labels
attached to future cross-strait relationships since the Martial Law was lifted in
1987. Some newspapers have alluded mistakenly that the United Daily News
(UDN) is pro-Unification. This essay analyzes what the UDN, from its
inception in 1951 to the present day, has reported and commented on the
cross-strait relationships. Prior to 1988, the UDN was indeed pro-Unification

which the state imposed and no media could disobey. However, as ROC on
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Taiwan suffered from diplomatic setbacks, coupled with domestic electoral
democratization, the space was opened for proposing other options. Oversea
scholars raised confederation and similar ideas in the 1970s and were amplified
years later, particularly in 2000 and 2001 when the Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) won the Presidency and the Nationalist Party (Kuomintang,
KMT) attempted to put a confederation article into its Party Platform. As its
consequence, relatively more discourses on confederation appeared in the press,
with the UDN standing out as an outlet providing more such contributions
while making a notable change of emphasis. The UDN editorials used to argue
by negating two positions. The Mainland China’s call for reunification through
“one-country-two-system” has been firmly rejected, while in the meantime the
UDN tries to convince people that an independent Taiwan state is neither
feasible nor desirable. Commencing in 2002, the UDN has been asserting
more frequently that a Chinese Confederation or Union should be the guiding
principle that incorporates both ROC and PROC.
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