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Abstract

The United States has been through four administrations since the first North Korean nuclear
crisis in the 1990s, yet it has still not been able to make a significant breakthrough on the North Korea
nuclear issue. North Korea has conducted 6 nuclear tests by far and even claimed to have ICBM
capabilities, which posed increasing threats in the region. Ever since the six-party-talks ended, the
international society has been lacking a multilateral mechanism alike that can get key relevant countries
together to shape North Korea's behavior. With a lack of multilateral mechanism, extended deterrence
thus became one of the primary means that the U.S. government can rely on when it comes to North
Korea issue.

The purpose of this study was to analyze issues including the importance of U.S. extended
deterrence to North East Asia security, the U.S. North Korea policy shift since the end of the six-party-
talks, and the similarities and differences between Obama and Trump administrations' North Korea
policy and the reactions of allies. Document analysis and comparative research methods were applied
as research methods, and deterrence theory was utilized as research approach in this study. Several
factors that can have impacts on the effectiveness of extended deterrence such as employment of
nuclear weapons, employment of conventional forces, allies, and international institutions have been
listed as indicators for comparing these two administrations' North Korea policies.

Obama administration initially attempted to get back to the six-party-talks, but the capricious
attitude and untrustworthiness of North Korea regime caused the adoption of "strategic patience" policy,
meaning the policy of tough sanctions and indifferent responses. Since Trump took office, he had
criticized Obama's North Korea policy and believed it had only allowed North Korea to incessantly
advance its nuclear and missile capabilities, and therefore decided to adopt "maximum pressure" policy
that was aimed at ramping up the sanctions and pushing North Korea back to diplomatic dialogue with
considerations of using limited military force. Although North Korea problem has not been solved
during Obama or Trump administration, Obama's North Korea policy seemingly met the academic

definition of extended deterrence better than Trump's, and it also had more positive impacts on
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maintaining North East Asia security.

Key words : Deterrence, Extended Deterrence, Strategic Patience, Maximum Pressure, North Korean

Nuclear Issue
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