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Abstract

Although there are detailed descriptions of yamato verbs with
transitive and intransitive usage in Japanese, we do not know the
relationship between these descriptions and actual usage. The purpose of
this paper is to investigate yamato verbs with transitive and intransitive
usage of BCCW]J, and to clarify the usage tendency of those verbs.
Specifically, it aims to clarify the followings. (a) Is the transitive usage or
the intransitive usage more common, and why? (b) What kind of usage is
more often seen in the transitive(intransitive) usages, and why?

As for (a), it is clear that transitive usage appears more frequently
than intransitive usage, because transitive usage includes many untypical
transitive constructions, such as idiomatic expression or reflexive usage.
In particular, a high percentage of idiomatic expression appears in BCCW/J.
Regarding (b), usages that transitive usage is dominant are untypical
transitive constructions, while usages that intransitive usage is dominant
denote natural and physiological phenomena, i.e., typically expressed by
intransitive construction. The phenomenon of yamato verbs with transitive
and intransitive usage in Japanese can be considered to come from the fact
that events may be expressed by intransitive construction are expressed by

transitive construction.

Keywords: yamato word, verbs with transitive and intransitive usage,

BCCW]/J, idiomaticalized, reflexive usage
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