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Abstract

This study uses The Survey of Family Income and Expenditure published and
Administrative data provided to make a trend analysis of Taiwan’s Middle Class.
Middle Class is calculated by the definition used by OECD and the related study, which
based on the income basis, and it is defined as those whose incomes are between 75%
and 200% of the median of the national income. This study also selects sample by their
household or individual characteristics.

First, we could find the trend of middle class is stable in recent 10 more years, no
matter either gross or disposable income is defined when analyzing by Survey Data.
Moreover, we could not find significant variation during the years as well when
analyzing by Administrative Data. However, we use the concept of household income
per person instead in Survey Data for further comparation, and there is no decrease but
increase under some certain circumstances.

Besides, we separate the sample into several groups by household characteristics
of Survey Data or by individual characteristics of Administrative Data. Within these
groups, the trends remain stable or keep increasing gradually.

As a consequence, under the definition used by OECD and many studies, we could
find the trend of Taiwan’s Middle Class has no significant change in recent 10 more
years. And the results of this study are generally similar to the conclusions of Taiwan’s
studies. In contrast with the neighboring countries of Taiwan, it could be said that
Taiwan’s Middle Class performs more stable than results in other countries under the

same definitions.

Keywords: Middle Class ~ Income Inequality ~ Income Distribution
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