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Abstract

The dynamic development of the Internet and the emergence of social media has
changed users' habits and become one of the most efficient ways to disseminate
information. Social media is widely used due to its ability to rapidly spread and
disseminate information. In addition to general users exchanging opinions and social
functions, many government departments and political figures publish their
governmental decrees or spread ideas through various social platforms to draw public
attention, greatly increasing the influence of social media platforms in many countries
and regions. In contemporary history, social media has been behind many social
movements that have rocked the world. This phenomenon has also elicited
international attention and alarm. Many countries have begun to issue laws and

tighten online information and social media controls.

In Russia, the government has found it difficult to ignore opponents of the
government regime’s ideologies, which has exacerbated the government’s increased
control over social media and the Internet to weaken the power of political opponents.
At the same time, in Russia, the state has often been perceived as a key actor in the
manipulation of information. It has become the norm in today's Russian society that
certain content and speech will be banned by the government by establishing a

dedicated regulatory body and government officials.

However, with the rapid advances in Internet technology, the emergence of new
forms of social media, and the outbreak of military conflict between Russia and
Ukraine in February 2022 have created additional uncertainties in the development of
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Russian social media. This study analyzes the current legal and regulatory approaches
to observing the use of popular social media platforms in Russia to understand the
current state of social media development in Russia and propose research

recommendations for future researchers to follow up and explore.

Keywords: Social Media, Sovereign Runet Law, VK, Telegram, Russian-Ukrainian

War
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