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Abstract

This thesis is a comparative research on the theme of “Underworld
Punishment Writing.” The study is based on the comparison of two texts, Pu
Songling’s Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio and Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy.
The purpose of the first chapter is to review the literature on “Underworld Punishment
Writing.” In the second chapter, the paper discusses the writing background
concerning Late Ming and Early Qing Dynasty and the Medieval Europe. The
following three chapters focus on these topics, narrative plot, character images and
body discourse.

Through the research on features of narrative plot, the study shows that
different concepts of time (cyclic v.s. linear) and space awareness lead to different
Punishment Writings. Even though containing the same doucumentary intention,
Dante uses first-person narrator with a hero symbol while Pu writes with a
third-person narrator. The characters they depict also present cultural
differences.(Buddhism combined with Taoism and Confucianism v.s. Christianity) For
instance, Pu’s Yama(f % 1) acts like a norman human but Dante’s Satan(® 1) plays
as a sinner like other ghosts in hell.

On body and mind discourse, Pu and Dante both agree with retributional
punishment. Human who commits crimes must suffer from body deformation or
animalization which causes great pain. Sinners deserve the pain because their bodies
and minds are corrupting. The two writers also extend the meaning of “body and
mind” to indicate the corruption of the entire authority structure at the time. One of
the purpose of Underworld Punishment Writing is to make the readers realize the
decadent society’s inevitable falling of human virtures.

Through the comparative text research, this paper aims to intensify the
understanding of contents involving sin, punishment and purgation in the two chosen

literary classics individully and commonly.

Key words: Underworld Punishment Writing, Body discourse, Purgation,
Comparative research
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