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Abstract 
 
Scottish Enlightenment philosopher Adam Smith, who is renowned for his use of 

the metaphor “the invisible hand” in Wealth of Nations, is known as a liberalist and 
capitalist who stands for free trade. Hence, Smith is often brought up in the category of 
reason and self-interest. However, I propose that the core of his theories is epistemology 
connecting sensations and judgements and that he should be read in the context of 
aesthetics.  

 
Through introducing the impartial spectator in his writing of The Theory of Moral 

Sentiments, Smith illustrates how one’s imaginations form upon one’s seeing of others’ 
actions and one would thus sympathise with them. Through the process of seeing, 
imagining and sympathising, general rules of actions are formed within one’s 
conscience, and social morals are thus built through our experiences of social 
interacting. This is, as Smith himself puts it, the philosophy of vision. I propose, 
therefore, that Smith’s writings are highly aesthetical as he not only illustrates the facts 
(rather than the purpose or utility and so on) of human life through focusing on bodily 
senses and could therefore be interpreted as against teleology, against utilitarianism and 
against functionalism, but he also uses analogies to make his point, such as showing 
how a human society could be like an animal body or a watch. Also, Smith sets the 
boundaries of moral systems to be the current states, and it demonstrates how a person 
acknowledges, if not recognises, their fellow-citizens. Since acknowledging is linked 
to security rather than to liberty, my research suggests a different approach to Smith.  

 
It is also through Smith’s descriptive writings, we could therefore get to know that 

normativity lies within that we “ideally see”, namely we see other people as they are. 
Smith’s transcendental phenomenology proposed in times of the rise of capitalism 
could also lead us to reflect on the politics of the aesthetic of our contemporary world: 
that we don’t understand others’ situations is what leads to the differentiating of 
democracy and populism; political polarisation has been growing through our 
interactions on social media as we never truly see each other. 
 

Key words: moral sentiments, sympathy, impartial spectator, the philosophy of 
vision, the politics of the aesthetic, transcendental phenomenology. 
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TMS 1-1-1-33  
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	 ……

	

 

 

observe gaze at

look at

TMS 1-1-1-

3  

 

	 	

	

obvious observations  demonstrate  

 

physicality

substrate

—— ——

Alexander Baumgarten
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sentiments sense

Terry Eagleton

Eagleton 1990,31
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Barry 2002,7-8 justice 

is fairness justice is impartiality

T. 

M. Scanlon

— Barry 2002,10

Barry 2002,11

Kelly 1998,3
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physical body
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Aesthetics ——

Hemingway 1989

 poetry Stecker 2005,137

Hemingway 1989

Labio 

2013,118

Levinson 2005,3

the aestheticisation of politics

「 democratic backsliding 「 populism

Walter Benjamin

《

「
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《
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plant animal body

	

	 wheels 

5 wĦ�ðî¡¬ŐƬ,Ļâė�ƸŬĹĲ�ŧ�XǢaestheticisationǣĻƲiǤ�wĎǤĳ
ŧÄâėǢthe politics of the aestheticǣǤŬǔâėŧ�XǢthe aestheticisation of politicsǣǤÎŮ
õ�{Ƃƻè�Ŕ�ðŧÄ>ƀ� 
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《

the invisible hand  

 

」

History 

of Astronomy The Theory of Moral Sentiments

——

——  

 

《 、

 Smith 1980,49 Rothschild 1994,319

、

TMS 4-1-10

WN 4-2-9  

 

・

Hill 2001,1; Oslington 

2011,197

Macfie 1971,595-596

Morrow 1923,71

West 1990,171

Rothschild 1994,319-322  



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

DOI:10.6814/NCCU202200872

11 
 

 

TMS 2-2-3-5

natural principles

reason

、

God TMS 

2-2-3-1 nature ——

—— 6 

Jacob Viner

Viner 1927,199

Kwangsu Kim

Kim 1997,314  

 

・

Macfie 1971,595-

596

《

——

 

6 \dĦ �[M]an, who can subsist only in society, was fitted by nature to that situation for which he 
was madeǢSmith 1984:85).� fitǒ�áŦǤ�§û¾��ƽķÃlǤãzĎÉ��ũ)�Ŧ� 
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Stephen Hawking On the Revolutions of Heavenly 

Spheres 《

Copernicus 2005,10
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utilitarianism

David Hume

utility
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《 《

TMS 4-2-8

—— 」

 

 

beauty of the system

《 TMS 4-1-8

「

「

spirit of the system

public spirit TMS 4-1-11

ideal TMS 

6-2-2-17

—— TMS 7-

3-1-2

 

 

usefulness

utility 《

《

《

——

remote effects —— immediate effects

TMS 1-2-3-3 ——
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——、

「 useful

utility

 

usefulness  

 

《

——

——

Raphael 2007,46
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Nieli 1986,611

Nieli 1986,618-619

reciprocity

VL Smith 1998

Heilbroner 1982  

 

self-defining

TMS 3-4-7

、

passions

Hirschman 2013,16
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Francis Hutcheson

Raphael 2007,6

moral sense

sympathy

Lord Shaftesbury

moral judgments Morrow 1923,64

sympathy

 

 

perception impression

idea force

liveliness —— nature

——

sensations passions emotions

thinking reasoning

 faint images discourse

feeling thinking Hume 2007,7

communication receive

inclinations sentiments ——

Hume 2007,206

opinion

idea ——
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——

idea imagination

impression Hume 2007,273  

 

——

Morrow 1923,65  

 

opinion

《

 

 

 

TMS 1-1-1-2

carry us beyond our persons

imagination sensations
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』
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「

necessaries of life

produce of the soil 「

number of inhabitants

the invisible hand TMS 4-1-10
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《

——
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—— Friedrich 

Nietzsche

reflective autonomy normative theory

descriptive psychology

Frazer 2010,5-8

legitimacy

——

——

 

  

 

《 individual

 system

man within the system ——
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 7 interest in cognition practice

acknowledge, acknowledgment

moral practice  

 
8 

see look 

at Berger 1977,8

act of choice

——

——

——

TMS 3-4-7  

 

others observation 	 ）

	 	 fit 

and proper 	 general rules

	

	 ， — deformity  

 

7 zƶǁð5ĳŭƪīĻƗ�ŭƪīƘĦǤķÉ2]ƘƟ�ĬǤF�§û�VĻƘƟĻŴƭz
ƆǕǤŬÌƞĬǞ�É2ĹGOĤĻƶ1ƚęǤ�ş��ǔzƚÉ2ðƄV{cNOĤǤa3

f"İƎÈĬǞÑÉ2ĻƘƟŴƭŠkNŲ¥Ʈ��ǢHusserl 1973,29-30ǣ� 
8 wĎķĨǤ)Ħƶŗńŏ)ūĻÉ�³ŲĨ{Ů�ƘƟNǤķÉ]Þǉĭ�çþĻĭ�đ
ŸǤ¡¦š§û�ƶ�đŸĻ}þÐƘǢacknowledgeǣ���ţ+fŮNƘfǢrecogniseǣ
ĻŌ«��&ƝÉðƫhÊƈÖËƶ�ö�Ǥǝ>ķÉ]Ŗǉ�2Ǥƶ¦šð	ŎRƅ��

ëčzǎƢƶŗńŏĻƢū2�	ĉǤţ+ÀfŮhÃÉĻƌǠǤ&Ô,ǎƢ¦šð	Ŏ}

þĻÐƘ�� 
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《 mirror

look at

society ——

countenance behaviour

TMS 3-1-3

self

 

 

《

TMS 3-1-3

——

——

——

self

 

 

《

TMS 2-2-1-3
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interest us TMS 1-3-2-1  

 

	 	

	 「

public care 	 	

； 	 the person upon whom all direct 

their eyes �� 	 ，

interesting mankind 	 the object of 

the observation  

 

eyes observation

care

—— ——

Carrasco and Fricke 2016,252

 

 

recognition
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utility
9 beauty of the system

spirit of the system

《

《

ㄧ 」

 

 

TMS 1-3-2-5 」

 

 

	 	 	

	 	

 

9 z�ƺ¹ÁÄƝ� œvŗǤ�ķè�ƐƝäļ�ëÉ2ĻƤƓÄĻ°ǖǢ�¡ðÉ2(".
àäļŬ]ƤƓĂ��Ĭǣ�zF�Ļœ	őǤè�"�Ɓ$�ĻäļǢutilityǣƝƛ)Ħ�
ēǤÕGÉ2±±ùwĦ�ĬƂǕĻŧÄŬ�"�ĬƤƓǤƝð£Żn�Ćŷ�Ʃ�ıųð

DEâŕǞśǤ�2ēƬ]ŀ�2�Ǔ�Ů§,Ļ�ŽǤŤðeƄƂǕĻŧÄk�Ŭzœ�

őǤǘŹhĉĻǂƱǤ �ÔGäļ)�ēǤÕGķÉ2]ƤƓĂ�ðû¹��Ǥ±±ðw

Ħ Ļǃ1nƀ� Ų¥û�ǟ�Ž�Î�"ƤƓǢapprobationǣǤŬðwĦ�êĻÁÄmÉ2
Ų¥ĻÁÄĿ��Ç��Ǥ}ëƶĉĻÄ½�Ļg�ǤÉ2Îù]ƤƓ � 
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observed

	 	 	

 

 

「
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self-defining
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TMS 1-3-2-4 authority

 

 

？ 	

	

authority 「

pleasure —— 	  

 

reflexivity

force Arendt 2006,92

 

 

right government

ranks

TMS 1-3-2-4 「

—— ——

WN 5-1-2-10
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TMS 3-2-30  

 

the all-wise author of nature （

	 10 the immediate judge of 

mankind 	 （ 	 （ 	

acknowledge power jurisdiction  

 

TMS 3-2-6  

 
11 nature 	 original 

desire 	 「 please （ … （   

 

approbation

Hurtado 2016,299

 

 

agent spectator

《

 

10 ·�ľÚ�Ǣimmediateǣ	ƖĻ+ĳǤ�ŮŀGz�ķè�Ŕ�Ǥňù�F ��1�Ļƌ
ŀ§ûŐZĻ�ŃǍĲĹĻÃl� 
11 ·ƶCđ��½\İĻÜ�Ǥ�ķè�Ġĳ�ƷĬ��m�ŲĨ�Ǥ�ŮŀGQ	őÌƐƝ
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…… spectator 	

	 situation 	

	 particular point of view

	 agent 	

myself 	 the 

character of a spectator 	

the judge 	 the person judged of  

 

particular

general TMS 3-4-7

、

TMS 3-1-2  

 

survey sentiments

motives 	 	

natural station 	
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station

—— ——

impartial spectator

《

・

《

《

TMS 3-2-30
12 the man without

TMS 3-2-31  

 
13 	 conscience

	 impartial well-informed

—— the man within

——  

 

real spectator

——

・

eyes station

TMS 3-2-32

 

 

12 ķ�ķè�+ĳ the man withoutm the man withinĻ�ēǤF�ÌÕĝĻ¡ð�ƌÉĻ�i
Ļ�ĵǢŘƏ��¡ðĲĚ�ĵǣ��ĻĂ1Ł�Ļ��"`�ƌÉĻBiĻ�ĵǢÌƞÉĻ

BºĻ ��ǣ��7ÂĻ�ǤƶĉĻC'�K���C�ǅù�ƀVūǢagentǣÉĻƏƀ9
Gƕé�zĎ+ĳ�ì��,ũƠ the man withoutǤðĦ�ƈƂŇƶ�ǕĻ�ð�ÉŲ¥"
��ĻF ���ƝðĸƼĻ��ÊƊƳĻŲ¥�Ǥ�ÉŬƏǅðì�� 
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Marshall 1984,598
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Rick 2007,147
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horizon
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Edmund Husserl

possibility

preknowledge; Vorwissen

Husserl 1973,32

Husserl 1973,33
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——

——

 

 

—— ——

TMS 6-2-1-15

state sovereignty

society

TMS 6-2-2-7

TMS 6-2-2-2

TMS 6-2-2-10

14

——

「

「

 

 

world Merleau-Ponty 

1968,5

—— ——

 

14 �ķè��ýĭLYI state�sovereignty�countryǤŬǅÕĝ�Ċx��· ƶĉ�+ĳu
Ɩ,ŀǤÉ2�f"ƘƟN ðƈƐƝâǞĻ�âªŝťāćĻtǚǤŬðƐƝâė�Ǟ

Ǣpolitical entityǣÌŐ}Ļňù�"`ňù�Ļ�Ļtǚ� 
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」

」

plurality  

 

・

TMS 1-2-5-1

TMS 1-3-3-8

—— ——

 

 

——

TMS 3-2-16

uncertainty think 

favourable of it TMS 3-2-24 ——

has the most perfect assurance

self-approbation TMS 3-2-8

《 《

the public public opinion

security TMS 3-2-20
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—— liberty

 

 

TMS 1-3-2-1  

 

restraint liberty 	

	

	

careless security 	 	  

 

security

confidence certainty

insecurity safety
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 ——

——

WN 1-2-3  

 

benevolence 	 their own interest

self-love

	  

 

 

 

division of labour

WN 1-1-4

ranks

WN 1-1-10 —— civilised country

「 《 WN 1-1-11

《

——

——  
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the propensity to exchange

WN 1-2-2

common stock species

WN 1-2-6

advantages

seperation of different trades and employments

institutionalised

—— distribution production

—— Sen 2010,55

 

 

《

ㄧ

《

interest) chief business

WN 1-2-4

《

absolute advantage

talents arise from nature

habit custom education WN 1-2-5

—— ——

WN 1-2-6
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prudence

justice

benevolence

 

 

body preservance health state

TMS 6-1-5 TMS 

6-1-6  

 

security 15
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《
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gratitude resentment

《

TMS 2-1-1-1

beneficence justice

punishment TMS 2-2-1-3 ㄧ

force prevent

、

TMS 6-3-15

TMS 6-3-16

TMS 

2-2-3-4 —— no social intercourse

《

TMS 2-2-3-2  

 

generous 。 disinterested

	 	

	 dissolved

—— merchants ——

utility 	 。

	 	 agreed valuation

macenary exchange 	  

 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

DOI:10.6814/NCCU202200872

39 
 

propriety appropriate, 

appropriation, proprietorship propr-

『

WN 1-4-13

WN 1-5-1

——

WN 1-5-

3

——

 

 

TMS 2-2-3-4  

 

	 Nature

	 	

association of mankind �� 16 」

、 	 	

wild beasts 	 	

	 den of lions  

 

《

 

 

16 ÕQǕÝNĻŲƨĻ\İ� 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

DOI:10.6814/NCCU202200872

40 
 

 

 

 

 

Hirschman 2013,20 Giambattista Vico society
17 18

19

「 civil order Bernard Mandeville

private vices

public benefits

advantages interests

passions vices Hirschman 

2013,17-19

——

17 Ħƿ@zĒ1Ɩ´ǕǅÓž°ǖǎƢǤwĎĳŰƔǑ�ŶçƖ¯Ǥ:-Ƣū^Ū�óż�Ƨ
Č�ǇºILƠŲ ferocity, avarice, ambition. 
18 xǐ�są�âėILƠŲ national defence, commerce, politics. 
19 Tǈ�Ʀ��òÆILƠŲ strength, wealth, wisdom. 
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interests

class interests

interest groups

interest

interests interest

Hirschman 2013,32  

 

predictability constancy ——

Hirshman 2013,50

、

Hirshman 2013,51-52)

 

 

、

、
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「 TMS 6-2-3-1  

 

effectual good offices

country society 	 good will

boundry 	

form the idea being 	

desire 	 	

 

 

TMS 6-2-3-6  

 

	 system 	

	 	 	

	 powers

comprehension suitable 	

country  

 

20 will

effectuality act 「

——

—— 「

「

TMS  6-2-3-6

20 �ķè��ýĭLYI state�sovereignty�countryǤŬǅÕĝ�Ċx�� 
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ranks ——

—— 《

society

 

 

professions states

。

TMS 

5-2-4 「

「

《

》 TMS 

5-2-5

independent state orders societies

TMS 6-2-2-7

WN 4-2-9

・

ㄧ

love for country ——

——

「 TMS 6-2-2-11

—— —

— 。 》

 

 

state
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Hirschman 2013,31 statecraft

Hirshman 2013,13)

・

Hirschman 2013,18)

 ——

「

WN 4-7-2-55

《 ㄧ

TMS 2-3-2-4

 

 

——

「 「 ——
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「

TMS 5-2-10

「

nationality

「

《
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custom fashion

TMS 5-1-2

TMS 5-1-3
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TMS 5-1-6

TMS 5-1-8

TMS 5-1-4  

 

 

「 nation
21 「 「

《 「 《 ——

TMS 5-2-8

」

」

 

TMS 5-2-10

「

「 TMS 5-2-11

ages countries situations

「 TMS 5-2-7
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all-seeing judge of the world

confidence this 

life a life to come TMS 3-2-33
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anti-establishment 「

「 populism

「 Hugo Chávez

「 Donald Trump

「 「 ・
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Rodrik 2018

「
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「 Inglehart and Norris 2016  「

polarisation

「 democracy backsliding 「
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《
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「

「
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「

TMS 1-1-4-2

「
22

party identification 「

「
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Facebook

Instagram TikTok
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——

—— Facebook Meta

Frances Haugen 23

《

「

——

Zigmund Bauman access

exit

Bauman and Leoncini 2019,81

、  

 

23 f^Ū CBSƑū*MǢScott Pelleyǣ�ǄăĻ�ƒ~�ǤŢ|��ǥ
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/facebook-whistleblower-frances-haugen-misinformation-public-60-
minutes-2021-10-03/ ǤƷƒŢǗíüĦ 2022© 5ú 23í� 
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