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Piano of Ryunosuke Akutagawa: Description of

“Little Things | Encountered”

Wang, Shu-Jung *
Abstract

Piano of Ryinosuke Akutagawa is based on the Great Kantod
earthquake in 1923 and was published in 1925. Piano includes less than
1,400 words, only our pieces of paper with 400 words per piece. Among
the short fictions of Rytinosuke Akutagawa, Piano is extremely short. It
was rarely mentioned during the time of the publication and hardly
studied in previous research. Nevertheless, painting description and
poetic climate in Piano refer to the creative technique boosted by
Ryiinosuke Akutagawa throughout his life: “poetic performance”. This
study aimed to analyze the work by the expressive form of Piano and the
art theory of Rytinosuke Akutagawa. By comparing it with 7Tangerine, the
most popular short work based on “little things I encountered” in the
literature of Ryiinosuke Akutagawa, this study explored the writer’s
underlying affection and thoughts in Piano and showed the essence of this

work.

Keywords: Akutagawa Ryunosuke, “Piano”, “Tangerine”, poetic

performance, little things I encountered

* Associate Professor, Department of Japanese, Shih Chien University.
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