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Looking Back to My Island:
The Future Fancy and the Lyrical Consciousness of
Formosa Heat from Lin Jun-yin

Lai Pei-hsuan

Abstract

Science fiction writing in Chinese has attracted more and more attention in recent
years. Lin Jun-yin, always a belletrist, also borrowed sci-fi elements to create his
novel Formosa Heat (2017), which expressed his various feelings toward I-island
(Taiwan). Future imagination and the lyrical consciousness were dual clues to
comprehend Formosa Heat, both of which related to the time factor. This article
first discussed the narrative characteristics and meaning of the novel’s future space-time/

13

tense, and the allegorical nature of the island’s “ownerless” state. Furthermore, this
article analyzed the mutual relationships of the fiction. As it depicts the narrator “I”
feel “sensitivity to things” and “sadness” caused by the scene of time acting on
people/things after waking up. This illustrated how this lyrical subject and its lyrical
consciousness interacted with future fancy, in which the island state was changing
from “overheating” to “heat death of the universe.” Finally, written words became
the last resort. The article takes Formosa Heat as an example, pointing out the role
and significance of literary fiction and imagination at the moment when the island’s

ideology is full of entanglement and stalemate in reality.
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