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Abstract

This study is to explore the mechanism, by which the socioeconomic background influences one’s
academic achievement. Two studies were carried out. Study I was the primary research, which sampled
984 students from 6 junior high schools evenly distributed in Taiwan. The second study was a generaliza-
tion study. Its goal was to test the external validity of Study I. The results showed that: (a) positive

i* correlation was found between socioeconomic background and academic achievement, (b) the parents of
higher achievers tend to using praise to reinforce the academic achievements of their children, (c) in
the families of higher achievers, there are more encyclopaedia, magazines, newspapers as well as scientific
and literary books, which the children are interested to read, (d) during the vacations, the higher achie~
vers are, more demanded by their parents to read extracurricular scientific or mathematic books or to
learn beforehand the teaching materials of next semester. The results of Study II duplicated mostly that
of Study I, but, possibly due to too few samples, some of the results had not reached significant level.
The present study implies that in order to improve the equality of educational opportunity, the parents
of students with lower socioeconomic background had to be suggested to enrich the cultural environment
of their families.
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