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The Impact and Implications of Changing
Population Characteristics on Eariv
Childhood Education in Taiwcin

Lien-An Hsu - Chih-Chi Peng

Abstract

Demographics in Taiwan are changing dramatically in recent years. Obviously,
it will impact on the whole education system in the near future. This paper therefore
explores the implications of changing demographics on early childhood education
from both policy-making and center-managing points.

are five characteristics of the changing demographics: very low birth rate, the
emerging new Taiwanese babies, rising of single child families, single parent fam-
ilies, and low income families. In spite of the very low birth rate in the two decades,
the registered kindergartens are still growing to make oversupply and the possible
education quality deteriorating, a serious problem. And the emerging new Taiwa-
nese babies, rising of single child families, single parent families, and low income
families all make the children in the classrooms much more diversified and hetero-

gencous.

explicating the implication of changing demographics, this paper proposes six

policy suggestions:

(1) lower children-teacher ratio to further improve the education quality.

(2) encourage the teacher preparation institute to develop diversified curriculum
and teaching model.

(3) ensure the disadvantaged children accessible to public kindergartens and their
parents accessible to public remedy education.

(4) re-allocate education resources to reflect the need of regional difference.

(5) reduce the amount of kindergartens through natural competition,

(6) take a pro large kindergarten policy point to improve the working environment.



142 i A - 3 EH

We also propose four suggestions for kindergarten management:
(1) rethink the management model and reposition the kindergarten.
(2) facilitate the dialogue of teachers to envision the future of the kindergarten.
(3) actively communicate with parents and community leaders to figure out their
needs and satisfy them,
(4) if necessary, pull out of the market in time and decisively.

Key word : demographics - low birth rate - heterogeneous classroom -
early childhood education - kindergartens



