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The Change and Continuity of Political Orientations

Among University Students in Taiwan

Yih-yan Chen® Lu-huei Chen™

In this study, we employ two cross-sectional survey data sets to explore the
change and continuity of political orientations among university students in Taiwan.

We demonstrated that the distribution of anti-authoritarianism attitudes among
university students increased significantly between 1991 and 2001, and we also
showed that modernity values among university students increased slightly. However,
levels of political trust, external political efficacy, and internal efficacy among
university students decreased significantly between 1991 and 2001. Among university
students, the proportion had positive attitudes toward the KMT was around 36% in
1991, but the proportion decreased to less than 6% in 2001. As to their positive
attitude toward the DPP, the proportion was around 10% in 1991, but it increased to
over 25% in 2001. Another important finding was that the proportion among
university students with negative attitude toward the KMT was around 30% in 1991,
but it increased to over 40% in 2001. More than 70% of university students disliked
the DPP in 1991, but the proportion decreased to 25% in 2001.

We also demonstrated that students’ anti-authoritarian attitudes, political trust,
external efficacy, and evaluation of the ruling party had positive correlation with their
evaluation on Taiwan’s democratic performance. However, students with higher level
of modernity values were less likely to give positive evaluation toward Taiwan’s
democratic performance.

Keyword: Partisan Preference, Personality, Political Efficacy, Political Socialization,
Political Trust,
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