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Constituency Representative and Collective
Representative:
The Representative Roles of Taiwanese
Legislators

Shing-Yuan Sheng

Legislators in most democratic countries have to play two roles: one is a
representative of their constituencies, and the other is a member of the whole
legislature. The former role pushes them to be delegates, who listen carefully to
constituents and articulate opinions and interests of constituents; while the latter
role pushes them to be trustees, who make laws and policies in behalf of the
interests of the whole country. This article explores how Taiwanese legislators
play these two roles and what Taiwanese expect from their legislators. The
research findings show: Most legislators put much more weight on the role of the
constituency representative than on that of the collective representative. Whenever
legislators face contradict between the special interests of their constituents and the
collective interests of the whole country, most legislators play the role of delegate
to protect the interests of their constituents. There is a wide gap between the
expectations of the public and the actual role-playing of the legislators. Further to
this, research findings show that legislators’ role-playing is associated with
legislators” pursuit of re-election and their incapability in law-making, the

distribution of scarce resources, and the inferiority of party competition.

Key words: constituency representative, collective representative,
representative roles, delegate, trustee

*  Professor, Department of Political Science, National Chengchi University.
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