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Political-Ideological Education
in PRC Textbooks

Sheng-chi Liu

Abstract

Having examined the contents of the textbooks of the People's Republic
of China (PRC), this research reaches the conclusion that the PRC government
uses textbooks to achieve political indoctrination among students.

In the Republic of China (ROC) on Taiwan, there have been many analytical
reports and dissertations on political-ideological education in the textbooks
used by PRC elementary and high schools. The topics of these textbooks range
from civics, Chinese and foreign languages, history, geography, mathematics,
chemistry, biology, arts, physical education, and labor. This paper indeed
includes much related data. There are, however, no studies or dissertations on
political-ideological education in textbooks used by PRC colleges and univer-
sities. If Beijing regards textbooks as an instrument of political socialization,
the textbooks of PRC tertiary institutions should naturally be filled with pro-
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) political ideology. Because of this, the author
has encouraged students of the Graduate School of Mainland China Studies
of Chinese Culture University to conduct studies of such textbooks. Just as
expected, pro-CCP political ideology is abundantly found in the civics and
Chinese language textbooks of PRC tertiary institutions.

The basic hypothesis and analytical framework are presented in the first
and second sections of this paper, dealing respectively with “ the parallel em-
phases of PRC tertiary education on specialization and political education”
and “ideological molding among youths through textbooks.” The approach
of content analysis is the adopted research method. The author has found that
textbooks are one of the means through which Beijing assumes control of the
thoughts and behavior of the young generation in the PRC.

In conclusion, the author suggests that the two sides of the Taiwan Strait
embark on a joint revision of textbooks after consultations. Only when education

is free from political interference can the professional standards of textbooks
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be improved and the PRC academic records be recognized by the ROC.

Keywords: the PRC; textbooks; political socialization; politico-ideological
education





