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Abstract

In the wake of globalization and increasingly fierce competition, goods often
need to be transported through several countries (by road, rail, air or water) as quickly
as possible in order to respond "just in time™ to customer demand. Logistics services
comprise a wide range of services and are constantly evolving In addition to the
physical transportation of goods, based on an optimized combination of available
modes of transport, it involves the efficient handling of management, customs and
other business matters. The existence of integrated logistics services relieve
manufacturers and traders of the burden of logistics management and allow them to
focus on their core competencies. High-quality logistics services could also increase
the productivity of the transport sector, and improve global economic welfare at the
same time.

Since neither logistics nor supply chain management is identified as a distinct
industry on the W/120, WTO members that rely on the CPC have advocated
developing a freight logistics checklist and related proposals in the hope of improving
meaningful market access and national treatment commitments for logistics services.

The thesis first introduces the practices of trade in logistics services,
including the profiles, trends of industrial development, and trade barriers on
trade in logistics services. Then the thesis discusses the related regulations and
proposals of logistics services under the GATS framework, explaining the
related GATS articles for logistics servies and clarifying their influence as well.
Besides, the thesis also exam members’ existing commitments and offers on
the logistics services. Finally, the thesis focuses on the classification, definition
and negotiation issues on the logistics services, analyzing existing difficulties
and trying to submit possible solutions.
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