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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate young children’s phonological
awareness in Chinese and English in Taiwan by examining the influence of
age and teaching approaches. The participants consisted of preschool
(average five years old) and kindergarten (average six years old) children who
are accepted different English language-teaching approach in two schools.
One school is called M school where young children are taught English partial
time and English is a subject. The other is called W school where young
children are taught English all time and learn everything in English.

The results indicate that both the age and teaching approach significantly
affect young children’s phonological awareness in Chinese. In English, the age
significantly affects young children’s phonological awareness only. These
results of this study seem to reveal that the main factor affecting the
development of young children’s phonological awareness in Chinese and in
English is age, not the amount of teaching hours. Due to the importance of
phonological awareness, it should be considered that English language
teaching for young children could begin by training phonological awareness.
Based on the results, the teaching of phonological awareness was discussed
in the text.
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