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The Ground of Moral Judgment:
The Moral Thinking of Immanuel Kant and Mencius and Its Implication for

Education

Chih- Wei Luo

Abstract

This thesis studies the ground of moral judgment of Immanuel Kant and Mencius. I'll divide
it into three parts. In the first part, 1 attempt to explicate the process of moral thinking of
Immanuel Kant in his pre-critical period. In this period, it is proved that both idealism and
empiricism are included in his thinking. After the paper On the Form and Principles of the
Sensible and the Intelligible World (Kant, 1770) was presented, Immanuel Kant firmly
established the theory, dualism of world, in which the sphere of ethics is classified under an
intelligible world. After that, in his critical period, the moral law is much emphasized and
considered the last standard for ethic judgment. Besides, it is also indicated that there are many
different states of human mind underpinning the distinct statements of what the ground of moral
judgment is. In the second part, the moral thinking of Mencius is under discussion. Mencius
argues that there is a process of human mind connecting others, all things on earth and heaven
and earth. In the third part, I try to compare Immanuel Kant with Mencius by two approaches:
“cultural type” and “life-world.” The conclusion is drawn that the impact of ethical viewpoints of
the Christian religion and the connection and continuity of being are the crucial factors in their
moral thinking. Therefore, on the basis of the mentioned above, the implication and limitation of

moral education of Immanuel Kant and Mencius are explained.
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