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The Commodification of TV Program Producer in
Taiwan-from an Critical Political-Economy

Per spective

ABSTRACT

My objective is to find out the commodity in TV industry in Taiwan, and
figure out the characteristics of the commodity, the production process, and the
relationship between the commodity and the production structure. Therefore, |
studied the TV production process in Taiwan for 40 years from an critical
political-economy perspective. At the end, | figure out that the commodity in TV
industry is programmers, and the very first consumer of this commodity is
advertisers rather than audiences. Because of the special operate model of three
main TV broadcasters protected by KMT, TV program producers are small and
poor, and they spend too much time in maintain the relationship with advertisers
and TV managers. After all, TV program in Taiwan looks like advertisement and
the quality of it is low end. No matter the market is monopolized by the three

main broadcasters, or opened for hundred of satellite channels, the circumstance
are all the same.

Key words: critical political economy, commodification, TV industry, TV
programmer production industry, advertised programmers.
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