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'Liberty' in Early TokutomiSoho Thoughts by "Liberty,

Moral, and Confucianism"

Abstract

TokutomiSoho was born in Kumamoto in the third year of Bunkyu. His thoughts
could be traced back to YOKOI JITSUGAKU PARTY (2] €12 #)and Christianity.
Although he was deeply influenced by YokoiShonan(## % | 1), TokutomiSoho
actually had spared no effort to deny “Confucianism”. Therefore, his longing for
Western liberalism was integrated with the animadvertion of “Confucianism”.

This thesis based on TokutomiSoho’s early essay — “Liberty, Moral, and
Confucianism”, will focus on his thoughts on “Liberty”. In the essay, he discussed
“what is Liberty, what is Moral, and the relations between those two”. Thus, by
analyzing the “Liberty, Moral, and Confucianism” , I’d like to examine the ‘Liberty’
in early TokutomiSoho’s thoughts and how he absorbed Western liberalism with the
criticism of “Confucianism”. Also, during the ages of Japan’s Civilization and
Enlightenment( f¥[5 {*) and its regaining independence, TokutomiSoho’s thoughts
somehow contained Nationalism in the early stage. The essay aforementioned was
written in the seventeenth year of Meiji, given the background that Japan’s Freedom
and People’s Rights Movement([ I 1 *J4#52iE77) tended to decline, while at the same
time its government embarked on reactionary education of Confucianism after the
cope in the fourteenth year of Meiji ,consequently his thoughts on “Liberty’ contained
the characteristic of “political liberty’. This thesis examines how TokutomiSoho
interpreted, and assimilated ‘Liberty” from Enlightenment(¥5: = 5.) and Freedom
and People’s Rights Movement, and further, formed his own thoughts on ‘Liberty’.

By analyzing the “Liberty, Moral, and Confucianism”, 1 cleared that
TokutomiSoho’s  ‘Liberty” is mainly developed under his criticism of
“Confucianism”. His intention was to cultivate ‘people’ (@' =d) by new moral, that is ,
‘exertion of the duty’. After expounding Western liberalism and Japanese liberalism,
the idea that new moral is the characteristic of the ‘Liberty’ in TokutomiSoho’s
thoughts and is also the restriction of that can be found.

[ Keyword] : TokutomiSoho, liberty, moral, Confucianism, heiminsyugi(?" > = %



