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Abstract

Having been one of the most popular recent works of fiction, The Da Vinci Code
has attracted readers throughout the world. Yet, many critics have commented that
The Da Vinci code is a work full of historical mistakes. Almost no critic analyzes the
reason for its success from a theoretical perspective.

The novel enchants readers because it suggests the unexpected ways that the
meaning of the sacred feminine has been repressed throughout history. As the reader
decodes the clues that are hidden throughout the novel, an undiscovered history is
suggested: the myth of the Holy Grail. In The Da Vinci Code, the Holy Grail stands
for Mary Magdalene, who carried and conceived Jesus Christ’s child. In the novel
Mary carries a significant symbolic meaning because she is portrayed as the wife of
Jesus as well as the mother of His daughter. This stunning premise is responsible for
making The Da Vinci Code not only popular, but also very controversial. Critics vary
in their reaction to the ‘subversive’ ideas in The Da Vinci Code, but there are two
predominant kinds of reaction to the novel. The first type reflects the view that The
Da Vinci Code is a popular work that encourages feminine, independent thinking that
works in opposition to conventional and social power. The second views it as a
fictitious work fraught with historical inaccuracies. Generally speaking, both types
mention the issues of power and resistance in The Da Vinci Code.

This thesis consists of four chapters that focus respectively on the search for

power, feminine resistance, and boundary crossing narrative techniques. Chapter one



introduces how critics analyze their conventional elements. In the second chapter, |
intend to employ Michael Foucault, Julia Kristeva, and Wolfgang Iser’s theories in an
analysis of The Da Vinci Code. In the third chapter, I will employ textual evidence to
support my theoretical analysis. In the conclusion of my thesis, I will claim that only
through the dialectic oscillation between transgression and law can the individual
escape the symbolic control and discover resistance. Furthermore, the narrative
technique of boundary crossing is the key that has made the book a runaway success
throughout the world and that also renders the reader eager to explore their own world
further. Finally I reach the conclusion that The Da Vinci Code is not merely a work
full of errors and conspiracies, but also a novel that exposes the violence, resistance

and sense of loss in contemporary society.



