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the nonword classification task

The word-pair judgment task 1 and 2



Abstract
This paper investigated the role of syllables and phonemes in Mandarin speaking
children in terms of the sensitivity to the syllable correspondences and phoneme
correspondences.  In the first experiment, the nonword classification task, 21
kindergarteners were recruited. The child had to learn two disyllabic standard
sounds. Then, he/she was presented with atest nonword and had to classifiy the test
nonword to one of the two standard sounds if the test sound and the standard sound
are sounded alike at the beginnings. The results in the nonword classification task
have shown that the young children did not show the significant reliance on the type
of the syllable correspondences.  In the two further experiments, the word-pair
judgment task 1 and 2, another 20 kindergarteners were recruited.  The children were
asked to judge whether two test words are sounded alike at the beginnings. The
resultsin the word-pair judgment task 1 indicate that syllables are treated as a
structural unit and phonemes are belonging to the lower level of the syllabic
constructs.  The children’s responses tend to reflect the effect of the syllable
structure in the language process rather than the effect of the size of shared units. In
the word-pair judgment task 2, the child has to judge whether the two test words are
sounded alike at theends.  The results also indicate that children’s performance
should be viewed in terms of syllable structures. Besides, the location of the shared
unit did not play arole when children judge the similarity between the speech sounds.
Children performed equally the same when the shared units are either at the

beginnings or at the ends of words in the present study.



