CHAPTER YV
ANALYSISAND DISCUSSION

Having noted that three category types can be realized aoffpreédicates
with movement paradoxes in Mandarin Chinese, we will now go on to exdnene
Mandarin Chinese predicates with movement paradoxes. In the foll@ettpns,
these predicates will be divided into two types. Section 5.1 disctissdgst two
types and the category types that can be realized as TO# afpge. Section 5.2
examines the third type, the VLVQ construction (see Chang, 2007)hamdtegory
types that can be realized as TOP of this construction. Theraéfoeach of the
following sections, the construction of the predicates will be discussed first.
5.1 The First Two Types of Predicates with M ovement Paradoxes

In this study, predicates with movement paradoxes in Man@drinese are

divided into three types as shown in Table 2.

Table 2 Three types of predicates with movement paradoxes in Mandarin Chinese

Types Examples

Z7F na2shou3be-good-at’

YEF zuo4dzhu3take-charge-of’
HiE chulmian4present-oneself’
85 jiao3ju2 ‘mess-up’

- fang4shou3let-go’

&5 fudze2be-responsible-for’
117 zaidhang2be-good-at’

frr it

#EHE F5 17 wu2neng2wei2lidcan-do-nothing-for’

VO

49



50

—&7 A yi2giao4bu4tongiknow-nothing-about’
l& 51— | iedzhilyilerZknow-little-about’

SV | )(»%E xinlling3 ‘decline-with-thanks’

EAEZE madlaizmadqudscold’

A HFE tan2lai2tan2qu4talk-about’
BB £ suandlai2suandquéalculate’
Z#nz 7 chillai2chilqu4eat’

VLVQ

The section attempts to explore and explicate the propertiesdi€ges illustrated
with some examples from the corpus and to propose a plausible expidioatthe
category types that can be realized as TOP of these predicates.

VO compounding is a word-formation mechanism in Mandarin Chinese
which combines the predicate and its required complement to forngla $&xical
unit (e.g., Chao 1968, Li & Thompson 1981). Her (1999) notes that most VO
compound verbs are intransitive. They do not require any complementlexitted
entry and do not allow any phrasal category to be realized ageanobject in the

c-structure, as in the example in (54).

(54) #45+45 jie2hunl‘get-married’
a. 4575 jie2hunl‘get-married’ [ ]
bt F1 HEF] S
tal he2 Mary jie2hunl
he and Mary get-married

‘He and Mary got married.’
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C. *tf SIS HEH]
tal jiezhunl Mary
he get-married Mary

‘He got married with Mary.’

d. c-structure

T

NP VP

fiir F1 HEF] SR

he and Mary get-married

e. f-structure
SUBJ L FIEEF] talhe2Maryhe and Mary’]
PRED #h4% jie2hunl‘get-married’ <(t SUBJ)(1 OBJ)>’
In Her's (1999) study, the VO compound predicgi# jie2hunl‘get-married’ is
intransitive in that the position of the object immediately folloyvihe predicate has
been occupied, so there is no other position for another overt object.

However, some other VO compound verbs are transitive su¢h&sfu4ze2
‘be-responsible-for’(Her, 1999). It requires an OBJ in the f-atrecind allows an
overt object in the c-structure. Thus, it can either have an ovenrt aljmediately
followed as in (55a) or have a missing object anaphorically ctedrbly the matrix

topic as in (55b).
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(55) &+& fudzeZbe-responsible-for’

H& fudzeZbe-responsible-for’[ __ NP/VP]

a.
b. & =i =R | )
wo3 fudze?2 zhei4 ge huo2dong4
I be-responsible-for this CLS  activity
‘I am responsible for this activity.’
c. & fd JEEN H =i

zhei4 ge huo2dong4 wo3 fudze2

this CLS activity I be-responsibde-f

‘I am responsible for this activity.’

. C-structure

o

N \Y NP
£59 B8R E{EEE)
be-responsible-for this\atti

e. f-structure of (b)

SUBJ & wo3‘I

PRED A= & fudze2be-responsible-for’ <¢ SUBJ)(1 OBJ)>"’

OoBJ E(&EE) zheidgehuo2donghis activity’ ]
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f. f-structure of (c)

/TOP E(E)EE) zheidgehuo2dongdhis activity’ ] \\
SUBJ £ wo3'I]

PRED =& fudze2be-responsible-for’ <¢ SUBJ)(1 OBJ)>"’

QBJ

As for predicates likes F na2shou3 ‘be-good-at’, fF & zuo4zhu3
‘take-charge-of’, [ chulmian4‘present-oneself’ &5 jiao3ju2 ‘mess-up’, and
3 fang4shou3‘let-go’, they are not transitive for they do not require any
complement in the lexical entry. Thus, it will be ungrammafiocalan overt object
to occupy the position of object in the c-structure, as exemplifi¢bloa). However,
these predicates are not intransitive in that they do requirePaargiment in their
a-structure and f-structure. Without the required complement, thensenwill be
ungrammatical as it will violate the Completeness conditionxesmplified in (56b).
The missing object must be anaphorically controlled by the maipix to fulfill the

a-structure and f-structure, as in (56c).

(56) fE+=E zuodzhu3take-charge-of’

a. {EF zuodzhu3take-charge-of' [ ]
b. *{% fEE (N Eq=E
ni3 zuo4zhu3 xiuljia4ri4qi2
you take-charge-of  the date of the break

‘You take charge of the date of the break.’
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C. I fEE

ni3 zuo4zhu3
you take-charge-of

‘You take charge of something.’

d. UNEI=RE {4} (==
xiuljia4ri4qi2 ni3 zuo4zhu3
the date of thebreak you take-charge-of

‘You take charge of the date of the break.’

€. c-structure

/\

(N Eq=E NP VP
the date of the break /\
N ‘ \% TP
{41 (== e

you take-charge-of
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f. f-structure

/TOP MR HHA xiuljiadri4qi2 ‘the date of the break’] Q
SUBJ IR ni3 ‘you’]
PRED f£3F zuo4dzhu3take-charge-of’ <(! SUBJ)(1 OBJ)>"

o

It is proposed that these predicates are semi-transitive vezheimg that these
predicates require an NP complement but that this required NP coemdlés not
allowed to be lexically overt (Her, 1999). The semi-transitieityhese predicates is
due to the interaction between two conflicting rules assumedepy(1999) shown

in (57).

(57) a-{transitive]
[ Vincorporates OBJP V.

bftransitive]

As discussed in Her (1999), the rule in (57a) influences the cisteuof these

predicates only while the rule in (57b) affects the f-structure of these gieslid\s a
result, these predicates are abnormal for the subcategorizamg@BJ in f-structure,
and do not allow this OBJ to be lexically overt post verbal objedti®s in the

c-structure. Thus, the post verbal position in the c-structure must be empty.

In Mandarin Chinese, semi-transitive verbs li#eF na2shou3be-good-at’
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subcategorize for two argument roles in the a-structusndy (x must be more
prominent thany) which will map to the grammatical function SUB and OBJ,
respectively. Since NP is a typical category type thatlmarthe most typically
mapped to SUBJ and OBJ function, the required overt object must be ButNRe
OBJ function required by the PRED in the f-structuréof- na2shou3be-good-at’

must map to an empty category or a gapthe c-structure, as in (58).

(58) a. £F na2shou3be-good-at'[ ]

b.* ft &% =7 B Ine
tal zui4 na2shou3 [shudxueRp
he most be-good-at math

‘He is good at math.’

c. B fit & =F
[shudxuehp tal zui4 na2shou3
math he  most be-good-at

d. c-structure

/S\
10" Py
B NP VP
Math ‘ /\
| N V|P I\‘IP
r EEE e
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e. f-structure
/TOP F22 shudxue2math’] \\
SUBJ [t tal‘he’]
PRED ZF na2shou3be-good-at’ <(} SUBJ)(} OBJ)>"
\_OBJ J

The required NP complement @& na2shou3‘be-good-at’ in (58) is#{Z

>

shudxue2math’. If this NP complement is realized as a lexicaNgrt object at the

post verbal position, it will be ungrammatical in that it cannot la@pad to an

empty category in the c-structure, as in (58a). This idairtw the analysis Bresnan

(2001) uses to explain the movement paradox phenomenon in English. The empty

category (the gap) in the c-structure must be identified with a certain discourse

function in the f-structure to satisfy the completeness condit®m &8b), where

the missing OBJ identifies with TOP. The TOP identifyinghvilie missing OBJ is

supposed to be base-generated at the point where it appears, noatked:xtom

another position, and thus there is no transformation (Bresnan, 2001). IWe wi

review the principle for identifying the gap proposed by Bresnan (2001) in (59).

(59) Associate XP-> e with <(X?1)DF> = %

Since this principle fulfills the f-structure by identificat, the category type of XP

and DF is not necessarily the same. If the NP complement caaloeed as TOP to
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satisfy the requirement of f-structure, other category tiike<CP and PP should be

able to satisfy the requirement, which is contrary to the faotnRhe analysis in

Section 4, we find out that not all category types can be realized as TOP.

(60)a.  FESEZwe fit £F

[yu3yan2xueRp tal zui4 na2shou3
linguistics he  most be-good-at

‘He is good at linguistics.’

b. ] ve f. A% Z=F
[zheng3li3fang2jianftp tal zui4 na2shou3
to arrange a room he most be-good-at

‘He is good at arranging a room.’

c [x M TE]cr ER4 fmREfE )
hi3 xiang3  shenglguaht wo3 wu2neng2we?2li4
You want getpromotion I can-do-nothing-for

‘You want to get promotion but there is nothing | can do about it.’

d.* [EERle & ££3
aidxue2xiaokp tal zuid na2shou3
at school he  most be-good-at

“*He is good at school.’
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e.* [PRIAE—i]pp fi & =7
pbenlwo3zaidyi4qi3, tal zui4 na2shou3
with me he most be-good-at

“*He is good at being with me.’

f.* PEEE]p {4} fE+
lyan2zhehe2biadd, ni3 zuo4zhu3
along the river you take-charge-of

“*You take charge of along the river.’

As shown in (60), only NP, VP, and, CP can be realized as TOP. (60d~#ila
ungrammatical as a PP cannot be realized as TOP.

Similar to 23 na2shou3‘be-good-at’, some disyllabic verbs lik& 1T
zaidhang2 ‘be-good-at’ and some four-word idioms, such &8 &t & /3
wu2neng2wei2li4 ‘can-do-nothing-about-it', — %% “~ ## yi2giao4budtongl
‘know-nothing-about-it’, andigx1-— —. lledzhilyiler2‘know-little-about-it' are
semi-transitive as well. These predicates require that acoNPBlement should be
realized as TOP which is identified with the missing OBJ to satisfystreifture, as

exemplified in (61).
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(61) a. BRI e fi &% AT
[dian4nao3you2xip tal zui4  zaidhang

computer games he most be-good-at

‘He is good at computer games.’

b.  EREwe  F — 8
[dian4nao3np wo3 yilgiao4bu4tongl
computers | know-nothing-about

‘I know nothing about computers.’

C. BifEEIne K B H1— —

[hadjian4shidne w03 lied zhilyilerd
that thing I know-a little-about

‘I know a little about that thing.’

As for these VO compound verbs, the required NP complement cannot be realized as
post verbally OBJ in that the position of the object has been occopiad NP. We

can notice the difference if we compare VO compound verbs with &fivpound
verbs,. We repeat the comparison of the near-synonym pair in kia@tanesefg

+ shan4chang2be-good-at’ and%=F na2shou3be-good-at’ in the examples in

(62) and (63).
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(62) a. f§+ shan4chang2ve-good-at’

bt X RS BE S S ne

tal Zui4 shand4chang2 [yu3yan2xueRp
he most be-good-at linguistics

‘He is good at linguistics.’

C. c-structure

/S\
it VP NP
he AN AN
B fE =
be-good-at ngliistics

d. f-structure

SUBJ fitt tal‘he’]

PRED 8 shan4chang2be-good-at’ <( SUBJ)(* OBJ)>"’

OBJ FE=*2 yu3yan2xuedinguistics’]

e. =1 it Y E
[yu3yan2xueRp tal zui4 shan4chang?2
linguistics he most be-good-at

‘He is good at linguistics.’
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f. c-structure

/S\
TOP S
EEE NP VP
linguistics A /\
i VP NP
he AN |
B fE e
be-godd-a

g. f-structure

/ToP JE=E yulyan2xuedinguistics’ ] \\

SUBJ ftt tal *he’] >

\_OBJ _/

(63) a. #if. 4 =7 GEEE=N
tal zui4 na2shou3 [yu3yan2xueRp
he most be-good-at linguistics

‘He is good at linguistics.’

b. BEZZw, & =7
[yu3yan2xueRp tal zuid na2shou3
linguistics he most be-good-at

‘He is good at linguistics.’



C. c-structure
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T

TOP
2 = B NP
o = =
linguistics A
f
he

d. f-structure

(ToP

SUBJ

F22 shudxue2math’]
i tal ‘he’]

PRED

OBJ
N2

ZF na2shou3be-good-at’ <(} SUBJ)(} OBJ)>"

e o 1 U B

S!

T

A
VP \NP
B fE e
be-godd-a

—

O

_/

As for the transitive VV predicatdg £ shan4chang2be-good-at’, the object

position is still empty, so it allows a lexically overt objezimmediately follow the

predicate.

Similar to VO compound verbs, the required complement must be cealkz& OP

of verbs like .48 xinlling3le ‘decline-with-thanks’ to satisfy the f-structure, as

shown in (64).



64

(64)a. .  LH R= %28 Iim FBiler
wo3 xinllingdZhanglSanl yao4 banglwo3 da3sao3 fangZggnl
| decline-with-thanks Zhang San want help me clean the room
‘Zhang San wanted to help me clean the room but | declihadgZSan’s

help me clean the room with thanks.’

b. [i&= C73 H & FTH7 Pl ce o OLHET
[zhanglSanl yao4 banglwo3 da3sao3fangZj@vio3 xinlling3le
Zhang San want  help me clean the room | declihetivanks

‘Zhang San wanted to help me clean the room but | declined Zhang San’s

help me clean the room with thanks.’

Based on the data in the corpus and the discussion above, we teguxi®
VP, and CP can be realized as TOP of the first two types exfigates with
movement paradoxes. And we further formulate a hierarchy whigmiksto the
thematic hierarchy for these three category types according to their frequehcy
occurrence in the corpus, that is, NP > VP > CP > PP. NP isighest one in the
hierarchy and this means that the category type is theréstscted in being able to
be realized as TOP. On the other hand, if one category type caalized as TOP

of one predicate, other category types with a higher prioritybearealized as TOP

® Fillmore (1968) was the first to formulate a hietay to help determine subject selection. After him
most theories make use of a mapping between ameatdist of semantic roles and an ordered list of
grammatical relations. Given a thematic role higngr(agent>theme ...) and a syntactic hierarchy
(subject>object ...), the mapping usually procdentn left to right, mapping the semantic role
further to the left onto the first unoccupied pisitin the syntactic hierarchy. Thus, rather than
having invariable correspondence relations, typa¢dhe direct mapping approaches, the mapping is
controlled by strategies relative to the hierarshie
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of that predicate as well, but not vice versa. We exemplify this in (65) and (66).

(65)a. pET4EHE]vw ft A% =T
[shedjidwang3yddr tal zuid na2 shou3
to design website he most be-good-at

‘He is good at designing websites.’

b. KEHEIw  f &F
wang3yedpr tal zui4 na2shou3
website he most be-good-at

‘He is good at website.’

(66)a.  EHLER]ve fit % ZF
[zhu3naddao4cajér tal zui4 na2shou3
to cook that dish he most be-good-at

‘He is good at cooking that dish.’

b.*  [{EHBER]rp fit & EF
[cong2naddao4caidr tal zui4 na2shou3
from that dish he most be-good-at

“*He is good at from that dish.’

In (65), since the VP can be realized as TOBxf- na2shou3be-good-at’, the NP
can as well. However, in (66), though the VP can be realizedOds df&F

na2shou3be-good-at’, the PP cannot.



66

5.2 The Third Type of Predicateswith Movement Paradoxes; VLVQ' Construction

Some predicates in the VLVQ constructions are semi-transis/eéz F-
na2shou3be-good-at’ in thatzk lai2 and 2 qudcan be considered as complements.
The restriction that only activity verbs can be the verb in the@Idénstructions is
due to their inherent properties: repetition and continuance. And ttweimgeof this
construction can be concrete activity lik@zk 5% 72 huang4laizhuang4qu4to
swing over and over again’ or an abstract activity by extensioneahing like &
A8 4 xiang3lai2xiang3qud4to think over and over again’ (Su, 2002; Krifka et al.,

1995). For example:

(67) a. Einas 5 5 FEEERL AR 25
Wang2xianlshengl shi2chang2 zai4xue2xiao4 pao3lai2pao3qu4
Mr. Wang often at school to run over and ayain

‘Mr. Wang often runs over and over again at school.’

b. #f  EEEFE HAETRASGT L
talmen2 mei3geli3bai4 doulzaidfeillai2feilqu4
They every week to fly over and over again

‘They fly over and over again every week.’

" Chang (2007) used VLVQ to represent the constrodfioi V 2.
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c. RE AR L
dadjial doulzai4tan2lai2tan2qu4
Everyone to talk over and over again

‘Everyone talks over and over again.’

As noted in Chang (2007), a verb that can be in a VLVQ constructicst bbe an
activity verb with an atelic event, suchram, fly, scoldor talk and the meaning of

the VLVQ can be interpreted in two ways as in (68).

(68) a. Subject does a concrete activity over and over again, suehadly.
b. Subject does an abstract activity over and over again, sacbldsr talk

(Chang, 2007: 3)

Thus, Chang (2007) also notes that static veéfppdéng4afat’), perfective verbsliz
52 chilwan2'finish eating’) or achievement verbsf(si3 ‘die’) cannot be the verb

in VLVQ constructions, as in (69).

(69)a.* ESAE I FEREARRE R
Wang2xianlshengl shi2chang2 zai4pang4lai2pang4qu4

Mr. Wang often get fat

“*Mr. Wang gets fatter. ’
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b. * SHESFE HAEIZ e RIZ5E 25
talmen2 mei3geli3bai4  doulzai4chilwan2lai2chilwan2qu4
they every week finish eating

“*They finish eating every week.’

c.* ¥ X HAESEARIE L
wen2zi  mei3dtianl  doulzai4si3lai2si3qu4
mosquito  everyday died

“*Mosquito died everyday.’

(Chang, 2007: 4)

In addition, it is proposed that VO compound verbs suchz48 chi4fan4 ‘have

meals’ or 1574 heljiu3‘drink alcohol’ cannot be the verb in VLVQ, as in (70).

(70)a.*  FiA4E e FEBRIS IZERARNZERE

Wang2xianlshengl shi2chang2 zaid4fand4dian4 chilfan4lai2chilfan4qu4
Mr. Wang often at restaurant have meals

‘Mr. Wang often has meals at a restaurant.’

b. * Fo4E 5 RS e P 2 e 1 25
Wang2xianlshengl sji2chang2 zai4fand4dian4  heljiu3lai2heljiu3qu4

Mr. Wang often at restaurant drink alcohol

‘Mr. Wang often drinks alcohol at a restaurant.’

On the other hand, it is also found that there is a “syntax-sermantsmatch” in
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VLVQ constructions (Chang, 2007). He has mentioned that the VLVQs are
intransitive syntactically and transitive semantically whethe verb in the VLVQ
is transitive or not and he takes the communication V&rima4 ‘scold’ as an

example.

(1) a. LI (SPNCD) 2= IINZT
Wang2malmal mei3tianl(doul) ma4  xiao3hai2zi
Mrs. Wang everyday scold her child

‘Mrs. Wang scolds her child everyday.’

b.  F4545 (SENED) BREZER
wang2malmal mei3tianl(doul) ma4 lai2 ma4 qu4
Mrs. Wang everyday scold over and over again

‘Mrs. Wang scolds over and over again everyday.’

c. * EiH4S (SPNCD) BREZER INZT
wang2malmal mei3tianl(doul) madlaizmadqu4 xiao3hai2zi
Mrs. Wang everyday scold over and over again  hdr chil

‘Mrs. Wang scolds her child over and over again everyday.’

d. /NZ-i E 4545 R (D) BREZER
xiao3hai2zia wang2malmal mei3tianl(doul) madlai2Zmadqu4
the child Mrs. Wang everyday scold over and ove
‘Mrs. Wang scolds the child over and over everyday.’

(Chang, 2007: 10)
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The bare verbE ma4‘scold’ is transitive syntactically and takes two argument roles:
x which will map to SUBJ ang which will map to OBJ, as in (71a). However, the
predicate Bz E -~ madlai2madqud'scold over and over again’ is intransitive
syntactically, as in (71b), but retains its transitivity semsafly as it still requires a
patient role. Since it is intransitive syntactically, the rezplipatient role cannot be
realized as an overt post verbal OBJ, as in (71c). If there isvart patient
syntactically, this patient must be realized as the matdiR &naphorically controls

the missing OBJ. (71b) may be accounted for by the following Ptencdf
Omission under Low Discourse Prominence in Goldberg’s (2005) Construction

Grammarr.

Principle of Omission under Low Discourse Prominence:
Omission of the patient argument may be possible when tieatpargument

is construed to be de-emphasized/unprofiled in the discoursgwsathe

action.

On the other hand, (71d) may be accounted for by the construction tatioaliz
The complement which is realized as TOP is the focus in truise (Li &
Thompson, 1981; Tsao, 1990; Shi, 2000; Goldberg, 2004:29; 2006:196). For

examples:
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i

(72)a. AP e RZE e EBR W 4z

(Al

niu2pai2 wog3 chillai2chilqu4 hai2shi4 zhedjial zui4 hao3chil
steak | eat over and over again  still this one malicious

‘cf.The steak in this restaurant is most delicious.’

b. EFIR E59 FAREEL = A
zhe4bi3zhang4 wo3 suan4dlai2zsuan4qu4 hai2shi4  bu4dui4
this account I check over and over again  still be-wrong
‘This account is still wrong even though | have checkexér and over

again.’

c. HiAE * FHAGEE =9 AT THINZ

na4ben3shul wo3 du2lai2du2qu4 hai2shi4 bu2liao3jie3 taldeneid4rong2
that book I read over and over again still don’'t understand itsitonte
‘| still don’t understand the content of that book even | read it averover

again.’

From the discussion above, we assume that a VLVQ constructideighk other
three types of predicates with movement paradoxes in Mandarin €hinbsre
only NP, VP, and CP can be realized as its TOP and the Mgnarentioned in the
previous section is still applicable.

(73)a. M EAREL HERg

[dian4nao3\p tal xue2lai2xue2qu4 doulxue2bu2huid

‘He cannot learn how to use the computer.’
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b. [EBEE]ve fttr B2 AT
[xiuldiandnap®pr tal xue2lai2xue2qu4  doulxue2bu2hui4

‘He cannot learn how to fix computers.’

c.* [HEAMEE—E]pp ftt AR 2 NG
[cong2nadgezhultjig- tal liao2lai2liac2qud4 doulbu2yan4dfan2

‘cf. He doesn't get bored taking about the topic.’

The above discussion and examples show that only NP, VP, and CP rezti zuzl
as TOP of the four types of predicates with movement paradoxésandarin
Chinese. NP is the highest category type in the hierarchyhah NP is the
subcategorized complement of these predicates. Nevertheless, N6t edtegory
types can be realized as TOP. In Section 5.3, we will arguetlteeg are some
limitations for NPs and VPs to be realized as TOP.
5.3 Semantic Restrictionsfor NPsas TOP

Let us begin with the grammatical category, NP, since the nolagas
seems to be the most significant category. As Bosch et al. (£8i6), the noun
category is one of the most important categories in language.

Huang (1989) lists the following examples and proposes the limitation of what

can be realized as the NP topic®ff- na2shou3be-good-at’.
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(74)a.  BAH]we fit A% £+
xiangdqu2ne tal zui4  na2shou3
Chinesechess he most be-good-at

‘cf. He is good at playing Chinese chess.’

b.* [E=]Ine fit. A% =7
[ZhanglSanfkp tal zui4 na2shou3
Zhang San he most be-good-at

‘He is good at Zhang San.’

c.* [RRdne fitt & =7
[mudban3ne tal zui4 na2shou3
wood board he most  be-good-at

‘He is good at wood board.’

Huang (1989) assumes that (74b) and (74c) are ungrammaticahes “t

topic-position NPs are semantically selected and well-cgstkiby the predicates”,

that is, the topic arguments wh2shou3be-good-at’ can only be “NPs referring to a

kind of technique or knowledge which can be mastered.” Thus, the topic NP

argument of a predicate must be semantically selected byrédécate. However,

for some speakers, (74b) and (74c) are acceptable grammatitaices. It seems

that some NP arguments which are not semantically selectéiehyredicate can

co-occur with the predicate the meaning of which is extended thrdig

mechanism ‘metonymy’. Cognitively, metonymy refers to the usea dfingle
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characteristic to identify a more complex entity and is one h& basic
characteristics of cognition. It makes one entity as aaeéer point to another entity,
which is continuous or proximate to that reference point (Nunberg, 197R). It
common for people to take one well-understood or easy-to-perceive adpect
something and use that aspect to stand either for the thing as & avifof some
other aspect or part of it (e.g., the infant’'s association of theeniph milk.)

Lakoff and Johnson (1980) illustrated the following examples:

(75) a. The pen is mightier than the sword. (Lakoff. G. and Johnson, 1980: 38)

b. The STEAK left without paying.

c. The sails crossed the ocean.

We can see how metonymy is used in these three examples. Intli&gen
represents the thought or publishing written with a penswadrepresents certain
military force. (75b) is a common usage in a restaurant foaikess referring to a
customer.The STEAKrepresents the customer ordering the dish steak. So this
sentence means the customer leaves without paying, not thestéisk The
part-whole relation also exists between two entities. In (75c)rdlaion exists
betweensails andshipsare part-whole relatiorSailsis metonymic sinceails are

the most salient part in identifyirghipsin the ocean. Now, we will discuss the data
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mentioned earlier:

(76) a. IE=]1np Z+ i3 =+
[ZhanglSanlkp Lao3Wang2 zui4 na2shou3
Zhang San Lao Wang most be-good-at

‘Lao Wang is good at Zhang San.’

b. [RH]Ine z+ Y =F
[mudbandy Lao3Wang2 zui4 na2shou3
wood board Lao Wang  most be-good-at

‘Lao Wang is good at wood board.’

c. [IBM]np =+ 154 =F
[IBM]np Lao3Wang2 zui4 na2shou3
IBM LaoWang most be-good-at

‘Lao Wang is good at IBM.’

For some native speakers, these three sentences are grahaititarigh the topic
NPs do not refer to technique or knowledge that can be masterddang (1989)
suggested. That might be because these sentences involve the usegengmy.
The topic NPs in (76) all represent certain abstract meamstgsad of their literal
meanings. For instancgg — ZhanglSan1Zhang San’ in (76a) might represent a
customer. AndiE=, ZF =T ZhanglSanl, Lao3Wang2 zui4 na2shouo

Wang is good at Zhang San’ might mean that in a compé&ny, Lao3Wang2Lao
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Wang’ is the salesman who is good at communicating with the restg —
ZhanglSanlZhang San’. And’K#f; mu4ban3‘wood board’ in (76b) might
represent the skill in carving the board or the ability to tellginality of the board.
So AW, EFHE=E=F mudban3Lao3Wang2 zui4 na2shouBao Wang is good at
wood board.” can mean tha€ T Lao3Wang2'Lao Wang’ is good at carving the
board or picking the board of the best quality. SimildB in (76¢) may represent
people working for the IBM Company or represent the products of IBis,TIBM,
ZF&E=F IBM, Lao3Wang2 zui4 na2sholtao Wang is good at IBM’ could
mean that¥ =+ Lao3WangZ2Lao Wang’ is good at dealing with people working for
IBM. It could also mean tha#+ Lao3Wang2'Lao Wang’ is good at fixing the
malfunctions of IBM computers. From these examples, we can corttlatdeertain
NPs not referring to technique or knowledge may be realizedOd3 af some
predicates as long as their meanings can be shifted to comdothe semantic
restrictions of the predicate by certain mechanisms such wmyngy. And the
interpretation of the sentence depends on the meaning of the prealichtine
context. Therefore, it seems that there is no specific semastietion for an NP to
be base-generated as TOP of Mandarin Chinese predicates withmemive

paradoxes.
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5.4 PP with TOP-Introducing Marker
As discussed above, a PP cannot be realized as TOP, as irHgWayer, there

is a certain kind of PP that can be realized as TOP of the predicates dishmse

(7 a.*  [EHLER]ee fit & EF
[cong2naddaodcajdr tal zui4 na2shou3
from that dish he most be-good-at

“*He is good at from that dish.’

b. [ B B FYEE] pp fi & =7
[guanlyu2 dian4ying3zhi4zuodde hjjg4 tal zui4 na2shou3
about movie-making he most be-@gtod-

‘He is good at things about movie-making.’

c. BN FEATHITTAZHYEE] op it {EERLsr
[guanlyu2 lG3xing2dexing2cheng2dehya4tal zuo4zhu3 jiu4hao3
about the schedule of tour he take-cloarge

‘He takes charge of things about the schedule of tour.’

d. [ER P Y 32  pp fi & AT
hidyu2 xilzang4deyidlip tal zui4 zaidhang2
about the issue of Tibet he most be-good-at

‘He is good at the issue of Tibet.’

In (77b~d), complements realized as TOPs are in the PP catbgorthese PP

complements are a little different from the PP complement7a)(in the marker]
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A HYEE guanlyu?2...dejuadthings about...’or £jA zhidyu?2 ‘about’, which is
used to introduce TOP in Mandarin Chinese. The PP complements iall(h&yve

this TOP-introducing marker, so they can be realized as TOP.

(78)a.  [RHIR B REREEAYEE] pp E29 AE R ]
[wanlyu2 dian4nao3bing4du2dejdg#4 wo3 wu2 neng2 wei2 li4
about computer virus I can-do- notfong

‘There is nothing | can do about things about computer viruses.’

b. [ R M H sz TR ee fit & =7
[guanlyu2 wang3ye4dshedjiddehl@4 tal zui4 na2 shou3
about website design he most obéd-gt

‘He is good at things about website design.’

c.  [EEFHMELEREL]ee fit B 2 HPARRIE

[guanlyu2nadgezhu3tiadehgag tal liao2lai2liao2qu4 doulbu2yan4dfan2

Tsao (1987) proposes three common semantic relationships between topic and
subject: (i) the possessor and the possessed, (i) whole and pafiij) astdss and

member. Examples are as follows:

(79)a. B HB{E A FYEE ki i
guanlyu2 nadgeren2dehua4d you4tui3 duandle
about that person right leg has been broken

‘About that person, his right leg has been broken.’
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b.* B R ES AMELA Err

guanlyu2 vyou4tui3dehuad4 nadgeren2

duandle
about right leg that person  has broken
“*About the right leg, that person has broken.’
(80) a. #EJit AlFE BER ={& it 74 1

zhidyu6  nadxiangl ping2guo3 sanlge tal childiao4le

about that box apple three  he has eaten

‘About that box of apples, he has eaten three of them.’

b.* #Fjh = AR AAE i 74 T
zhidyu6 sanlge ping2guo3 nadxiangl tal chil diao4le
about three apple that box he dias e
“*About three apples, he has eaten that box.’
Bl)a = A Uik i A Y =
zhidyu2 yu2 ma wei3yu6 xian4zai4 zui4 gui4

about fish AUX tuna now most  expensive

‘About the fish, tuna fish is the most expensive now.’

bx iy fHA W A BAE =

zhidyu2 wei3yu6 ma yu2  xian4zai4 zui4 gui4
about tuna AUX fish now most  expensive

“*About tuna fish, the fish is the most expensive now. ’

In (79), the relationship between the topjg([El \. nad4geren2that person’and the
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subject/5HE youdtui3'right leg’ is possessor to possessed. In (80), the relationship
between the topidi#54& 5 nadxianglping2guo3that box of apples’and the
subject=1{ sanlge'three’ is whole to part. In (81), the relationship between the
topic £ yu2 ‘fish’ and the subjediffa weidyu6 ‘tuna’ is class to member. The
b-sentences are all ungrammatical in that the subjects prédoedopics. Thus, it is
suggested that PPs with the topic-introducing mark&r > ... #Y &5
guanlyu?2...dehua&hings about...” andZ}? zhidyu2 ‘about’ are different from
PPs without these two markers. Therefore, PPs with theseopiintroducing
markers will not be put into the hierarchy NP > VP > CP >aR& they may be
considered as a specific kind of PP.
5.5 Summary

There are three types of predicates with movement paradoxesnidahta
Chinese: VO compound verbs, SV verbs and VLVQ constructions. These verbs ar
semi-transitive i.e., they are intransitive syntactically amashsitive semantically.
Consequently, they require an NP complement but it cannot be deabzan overt
post verbal object. This required NP complement must be anaphorioatiplted
by the matrix TOP to satisfy the completeness condition off#teucture. In

addition, only three category types, NP, VP, and CP can be reatiZzEQP identical

to the missing OBJ. The occurrence frequencies of these tiegocy types in the
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corpus form a hierarchy: NP > VP > CP > PP. The high frequehttye occurrence
of NPs is due to their being least restricted in their ghititbe realized as TOP.
However, not all items in these three category types candtiee as TOP, they
must conform to the semantic restrictions of the predicatesorAfdse that do not
conform to the requirement of the predicates, they might also eoligh the

semantic restrictions by some mechanism such as type-shifting or metony



