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Abstract 

     Based on Bresnan’s (2001) study of movement paradoxes in English and 

Huang’s (1989) and Her’s (1999) studies of movement paradoxes in Mandarin 

Chinese, this study discusses that when the prototypical NP object required by the 

predicate is forbidden to map to the OBJ function in the f-structure, this required NP 

argument must be realized as TOP identified with the missing OBJ to satisfy the 

Completeness and Coherence Conditions. However, not all category types of phrases 

can be realized as TOPs. Thus, this study classes the Mandarin Chinese predicates 

with movement paradoxes into three types; collect and analyze the data in the corpus. 

The analysis presents that only NP, VP, CP, and PP with topic-introducing marker can 

be realized as TOPs identified with the missing OBJ.   

     Moreover, this study forms a hierarchy. The NP’s highest status in this 

hierarchy represents that it is the least restricted category type in being able to be 

realized as TOP of predicates with movement paradoxes. In addition, if one category 

type can be realized as TOP of one predicate, other category types with a higher 

priority can be realized as TOP of that predicate as well, but not vice versa.  

      


