TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWIEAGEMENTS. ..o\ e e e e e e e e ee e e e eaean
LI Lo F= 0 0] ] g

ChINESE ADSIIACT . .. .ot e e e e e e vii
ENglish ADSIIact.......c.oe i e e e e WV

CHAPTER

L INTRODUCTION. ...t e e e e

1.1 Background........ e o R

1.2 Motivation of the thesiS..........cccoiviii i e, .
1.3 Purpose of the thesSiS .......c.vviii e e

1.4 Data collection and methodology..........cccoviviiiiii i
1.5 Organization of this thesis..
2. DESCRIPTION OF THE YAMI LINKING......ccccooiiiii i,
P20 R 10T [0 Tod 1 o] o 1A PP
2.2 The voice SYSteM IN YamMi.......ve e e e e e e e v

2.2.1 Case system of Yami.........oovviiie i e e e

2.2.2 MOICE MATKEIS. ..t ettt e e e e e e e e e e e
2.3 Case and grammatical functions.............c.oovviiiiiiiiiii e e,

2.3.1 Evidence for the nominative elements as subjects...................... 20

2.3.2 Evidence supporting the genitive nominal as the object................

2.4 Argument- function linking patterns in Yami.............cccevveevevnvennenn, 28

2.5 SUMMIAIY . et e e e e e e e e e e e e e
3. PREVIOUS THEORIES ... e e e
S L INErOAUCTION . . oo e e e e e e e e e

3.2 Tranformation-based theOries. .. ... ..o vee e e e

3.2.1 BasiC MECANISM ... .ot e e e e e e e e e e

3.2.2 Guilfoyle, Hung, and TraVvis.......c.coveeveierieieeie e e e eaeeeenn, 37

3.3 LEXICAlISt tNEOTIES. .. e e e e e e e e e e e e



3.3.1 Lexical Mapping Theory.........ccooeviiii i

3.3.2Simplified LMT ... e
3.4 Optimaility Theory-based aCCOUNt............cuvveiieiieiie e
3. SUMMANY ... e e e
. ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION.......otiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e
o I [T [FTox o] RO
A2 OT-LMT e e e e

43 Thenewmodel..................

4.3.1 The problems of the constraints in OT-LMT...............ccooveieennen
4.3.2Ar1evised OT-LMT ... e
O B T ol U ] (o] PP
4.4.1 Motivations for the constraints and rankings..................cc.cooen.
4.4.2 Prediction about markedness. .........c.vvvviiiiiie e e
. CONCLUSION. ..t e e e e e e
0.1 SUMMIANY et e e e e e e e e e e e
5.2 Accusative VErsuS ergative.........ooueuveriveineeieaneeneannennn
53Anew OT-LMT model........cooiiiiiii i
5.4 Limitations and suggestions for further research................
5.5 Concluding remarks. .........oevieie e e e

Vi



