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ABSTRACT

This study aims to survey English textbook selection of junior high schools in
Taipei City and Taipei County after the implementation of the Nine-year Integrated
Curriculum and explore English teachers’ opinions of these textbooks.

This study focuses on the following issues: (1) the criteria highlighted by English
teachers when evaluating the new textbooks, (2) the committees and the procedure of
English textbook selection in each school, (3) the junior high school English teachers’
satisfaction with and opinions about the contents of the new teaching materials,
including students’ workbooks and teachers’ manuals, (4) the reasons for teachers’
changing textbooks and its consequences.

The recruited subjects are 253 junior high school English teachers from 57
schools. According to the questionnaires, there are 6 versions of textbooks used in
junior high schools in Taipei City and Taipei County.

After data analysis, the main findings are obtained as follows:

1. The criteria highlighted by English teachers when selecting the new textbooks are
the correspondence to the curriculum standards, the contents, and a variety of
themes. Considered important in sequence to the teachers who responded are the
amount of vocabulary, the design of activities, the illustrations, the layout, the
content of the teacher’s manual, and the level of service offered by the publisher,
the publisher’s reputation, the first impression of the textbook, workshops
provided for teachers by a publisher and the expertise of authors.

2. The selection committee in each school is mainly composed of the English
teachers and the selection of English textbooks in most schools are done in the
procedure of reviewing textbooks, inviting publishers to present their textbooks,
and holding selection meetings.
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3. According to the questionnaires collected in this study, most teachers were
generally satisfied with the new textbooks developed for the Nine-year Integrated
Curriculum. The most obvious problem with these new textbooks, according to
the questionnaires, is that about half of the English teachers’ dissatisfaction with
too much and too difficult content in the material.

Based on the gquestionnaires, five of the schools change textbooks in the second
semester. The main reasons for the dissatisfaction with the first semester textbooks
are that the textbooks are overly difficult, poorly organized, and lacking in
continuity between lessons. After changing to new textbooks, most teachers find
that the problems are solved. Therefore, most teachers are more satisfied after

changing the textbooks.
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