(ambiguity)

1. The object, psychologists would assert, is never ambiguous, but
becomes so only through our inattention. (
p.6) (ambiguous)

(ambiguous) *

2. It requires that two perceived lines, like two real lines, should be equal
or unegual, that a perceived crystal should have a definite number of
sides, without realizing that the perceived by its nature, admits of the
ambiguous, the shifting, and is shaped by its context. (

p.11)

(ambiguous)

3. | may, through sight or touch, recognize a crystal as having a ‘regular’
shape without having, even tacitly, counted its sides. | may familiar
with a face without even having perceived the colour of the eyes in
themselves. The theory of sensation, which builds up all knowledge out
of determinate qualities, offers us objects purged of all ambiguity, pure
and absolute, the ideal rather than the real themes of knowledge: in
short, it is compatible only with the lately developed superstructure of

consciousness. ( P11)
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(ambiguity)

4. It gives rise to the ‘knowledge-bringing event’, which isto transform it,
only by means of the still ambiguous meaning which it requires that
event to clarity; it is therefore the motive and not the cause of the event.
( p.31)

(ambiguous meaning)

5. But now that the phenomenal field has been sufficiently circumscribed,
let us enter this ambiguous domain and let us make sure of our first
steps as far as the psychologist is concerned, until the psychologist’'s
self-scrutiny leads us, by way of a second-order reflection, to the
phenomenon of the phenomenon, and decisively transforms the
phenomenal field into atranscendental one. (

p.63)

(ambiguous)
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6. Consciousness of the body, and the soul, are thus repressed. The body
becomes the highly polished machine which the ambiguous notion of
behaviour nearly made us forget. (

p.76)

(ambiguous)

7. In the case under consideration, the ambiguity of knowledge amounts
to this our body comprises as it were two distinct layers, that of the
habit-body and that of the body at this moment. (

p.82)
(ambiguity)

8. Thus, to sum up, the ambiguity of being-in-the-world is translated by
that of the body, and this is understood through that of time.
p.85
ambiguity

9. When | press my two hands together, it is not a matter of two
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sensations felt together as one perceives two objects placed side by side,
but of an ambiguous set-up in which both hands can alternate the roles
of ‘touching’ and being ‘touched’.

p.93

ambiguous

10. But the notion of body image is ambiguous, as are al notions which
make their appearance at turning points in scientific advance.
p.98
ambiguous

11. Traditional psychology has no concept to cover these varieties of
consciousness of place because consciousness of place is always, for
such psychology, a positional consciousness, a representation,
Vor-stellung, because as such it gives us the place as a determination of
the objective world and because such a representation either isor is not,
but, if it is, yields the object to us quite unambiguously and as an end
identifiable through all its appearances.

p.104

Vorstellung

unambiguously
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12.In fact of the ambiguity of facts, one must abandon the mere
statistical nothing-down of coincidences, and try to ‘unserstand’ the
relation which they reveal.
p.114 ambiguity

13. At the stage it becomes clear that the facts are ambiguous, that no
experience is decisive and no explanation final.
p.116

ambiguous
5

14. But the relationships between the various symbolic forms remain
ambiguous.
p.127
ambiguous °
15. Psychoanalysis represents a double trend of thought on the one hand

it stresses the sexual substructure of life, on the other it ‘expands’ the

6 E. Cassirer
14

ambiguous Darstellung
Bedeutung

249



notion of sexuality to the extent of absorbing into it the whole of
existence. But precisely for that reason, its conclusions, like those of
our last paragraph but one, remain ambiguous.

p.159

(ambiguous)

16. The same reason that prevents us from ‘reducing’ existence to the
body or to sexuality, prevents us also a set of facts (like ‘ psychic facts')
capable of being reduced to others or to which they can reduce
themselves, but the ambiguous setting of thelr inter-communication,
the point a which their boundaries run into each other, or again their

woven fabric. p.166

(ambiguous)

17. On the other hand we do not reduce sexuality to something other than
itself by relating it to the ambiguity of the body.
p.167
(ambiguity)

8
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18. For to thought, the body as an object is not ambiguous; it becomes so
only in the experience which we have of it, and pre-eminently in sexual
experience, and through the fact of sexuality.

p.167

(ambiguous)

19. There are here blurred outlines, distinctive relationships which are in
no way ‘unconscious and which, we are well aware, are ambiguous,
having reference to sexuality without specifically calling it to mind.

p.168

10

(ambiguous)

20. Taken in this way, as an ambiguous atmosphere, sexuality is
co-extensive with life.
p.169 1

ambiguous

21. In other words, ambiguity is of the essence of human existence, and

everything we live or think has always several meanings.

10
11
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p.169
ambiguity

22. An existential theory of history is ambiguous, but this ambiguity
cannot be made a matter of reproach, for it isinherent in things.
p.172

ambiguous ambiguity
12

23. Everything is both manufactured and natural in man, as it were, in the
sense that is not a word, not a form of behaviour which does not owe
something to purely biological being and at the same time does not
elude the simplicity of animal life, and cause forms of vital behaviour
to deviate from their pre-ordained direction, through a sort of leakage
and through a genius for ambiguity which might serve to define man.

p.189

ambiguity
13

24. The experience of our own body, on the other hand, reveals to us an

ambiguous mode of existing.

12

13
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p.198

ambiguous o

25. Even by making them instruments of my perception | cannot ensure
that my eyes and ears retain any cognitive power, for the notion of
perception is ambiguous: they are instruments of bodily excitation only,

and not of perception itself. p.212

ambiguous

26. At the level, the ambiguity of experience is such that an audible
rhythm causes cinematograph pictures to run together and produces a
perception of movement whereas, without auditory support, the same
succession of images would be too slow to give rise to stroboscopic
movement. p.228

1 ambiguity

stroboscopic movement/

27. Even in cases where the organization is ambiguous and where | can

vary it, | do not directly succeed in doing so one of the faces of the

cube moves into the foreground only if | first look at it and if my gaze

14

15
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makes it its starting point from which to follow the oblique lines to the
second face, which shows up as an indeterminate background.
p.263
ambiguous

16

28. The lived-through which Bergson sets over against the thought-about
Is for him an experience, an immediate ‘datum’. But this is to seek a
solution in ambiguity. p.276

17

datum ambiguity

29. Cases of ambiguous perception in which we can at will choose our
anchorage are those in which our perception is artificially cut off from
its context and its past, in which we do not perceive with our whole
being, in which we play a game with our body and with that generality
which enables it at any time to break with any historical commitment
and to function on its own account.

p.279 ambiguous

16

17
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30. And when | arrived there for the first time, the first roads that | saw as
| left the station were, like the first words spoken by a stranger, simply
manifestations of a still ambiguous essence, but one already unlike any
other. ( p.281)

(ambiguous)
18

31. Only the ambiguous perceptions emerge as explicit acts. perceptions,
that is, to which we ourselves give a significance through the attitude
which we take up, or which answer questions which we put to
ourselves. ( p.281)

(ambiguous)

32. If myths, dreams and illusion are to be possible, the apparent and the
real must remain ambiguous in the subject as in the object. (
p.294)

ambiguous  *°

18

19
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33. Any philosophy of the absurd recognizes some meaning at least in the
affirmation of absurdity. | can remain in the realm of the absurd only if
| suspend all affirmation, if, like Montaigne or the schizophrenic, |
confine myself within an interrogation which | must not even formul ate:
for by formulating it | should ask a question which, like any
determinate question, would entail a reply. If, in short, | face truth not
with its negation, but with a state of non-truth or ambiguity, the actual
opacity of my existence. ( p.295)

(ambiguity)

20

34. This ambiguity is not some imperfection of consciousness or
existence, but the definition of them. (
P.332) (ambiguity)*

35. The world, which is the nucleus of time, subsists only by virtue of
that unique action which both separates and brings together the actually

presented and present; and consciousness, which is taken to be the seat

20

21
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of clear thinking, is on the contrary the very abode of ambiguity. (
P.332)

ambiguity 2

36. But as soon as we concentrate upon these certainties, and as soon as
we set astir the intentional life which produces them, we become aware
that objective being has its roots in the ambiguities of time. (

P.333)

23

(ambiguitiesof time) ~ *

37. Things and instants can link up with each other to form a world only
through the medium of that ambiguous being known as a subjectivity,
and can become present to each other only from a certain point of view
and in intention. ( P.333)

(ambiguous)

25

22

23

24

25
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38. In so far as we believe what we see, we do so without any verification,
and the mistake of the traditional theories of perception is to introduce
into perception itself intellectual operations and a critical examination
of the evidence of the senses, to which we in fact resort only when
direct perception founders in ambiguity. (

P.342)

(ambiguity)

26

39. But my confidence in reflection amounts in the last resort to my
accepting and acting on the fact of temporality, and the fact of the
world as the invariable framework of al illusion and all disillusion: |
know myself only in so far as | am inherent in time and in the world,
that is, | know myself only in my ambiguity. (

P.345)

ambiguity 2

40. The cultural world is then ambiguous, but it is already present. (
P.348)

ambiguous 28

26

27
28
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41. 1f anything of the past is to exist for us, it can be only in an
ambiguous presence, anterior to any express evocation, like a field
upon which we have an opening. (

P.364)

ambiguous

42. We have discovered, with the natural and social worlds, the truly
transcendental, which is not the totality of constituting operations
whereby a transparent world, free from obscurity and impenetrable
solidity is spread out before an impartial spectator, but that ambiguous
life in which the forms of transcendence have their Ursprung, and
which, through a fundamental contradiction, puts me in communication
with them, and on this basis makes knowledge possible. (

P.365)

Ursprung

ambiguous

43. It is of its essence to take a hold upon itself, and indeed if it did not do
so it would not be the sight of anything, but it is none the less of its
essence to take a hold upon itself in a kind of ambiguous and obscure
way, sinceit isnot in possession of itself and indeed escapes from itself
into the thing seen. ( P.377)

ambiguous
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44, But as it concerns the place of feeling in my total being-in-the-world,
and as mistaken love is bound up with the person | believe | am at the
time | feel it, and also as, in order to discern its mistaken nature |
require a knowledge of myself which | can gan only through
disillusionment, ambiguity remains, which is why illusion is possible.
( P.379) 2

ambiguity

45. If sexuality, as we have explained above, isindeed one of our ways of
entering into a relationship with the world, then whenever our
meta-sexual being is overshadowed, as happens in dreams, sexuality is
everywhere and nowhere; it is, in the nature of the case, ambiguous
and cannot emerge clearly as itsalf. (

P381)

méta-sexuel

ambiguous

46. If we are in a Situation, we are surrounded and cannot be transparent
to ourselves, so that our contact with ourselves is necessarily achieved

only in the sphere of ambiguity. ( P.381)

29
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ambiguity

47.1 speak, and | understand myself and am understood quite
unambiguously; | take anew grip on my life, and others take anew grip

on it too. ( P.391)

unambiguously
30

48. This ambiguity cannot be resolved, but it can be understood as
ultimate, if we recapture the intuition of real time which preserves
everything, and which is at the core of both proof and expression. (

P.394)
ambiguity

49. The temporal perspective with its confusion of what isfar removed in
time, and that sort of ‘shrinkage’ of the past with oblivion as its
ultimate, are not accidents of memory, and do not express the
debasement into empirical existence of a consciousness of time
theoretically al-embracing, but itsinitial ambiguity: to retain is to hold,
but at a distance. ( P.423)

ambiguity

30
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50.1t is indeed true that perceptual structures do not aways force
themselves upon the observer; there are some which are ambiguous.
( P.440)

ambiguous ¥

51. Neither the appointed order, nor the free act which destroys it, is
represented; they are lived through in ambiguity. (
P.445)

ambiguity %

31

32
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