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Abstract

This thesis focuses on national separatism in former socialist countries and takes
Tatarstan and Chechnya for a case study. My research seeks to answer severa
questions, such as where did the separatist group originate from? Why did nationalist
movements explode? How to explain different attitudes towards secession?

| argue that primordia attachment and instrumental consideration about interests
are the important causes shaping separatist groups. In the cases of former socialist
countries, however, it is necessary to take the institutional factor into consideration,
that is ethnic federalism and korenizatsiya. All these elements combined to create
the potential secessionist groups. Once the coercive controls formerly imposed by the
central authority were removed, the previously repressed national groups inevitably
reemerged and led the secessionist movement.

The comparative analysis of the secessionist movements in Tatarstan and
Chechnya proves that primordial and instrumental factors can only explain the
emergence of secessionist movements, however they are of little significance when it
comes to explaining the divergent paths of the movements. What matters more is the
leadership’s strategy. The crucia problem is who will lead the secessionist
movements? In the chaotic years leading up to the collapse of the Soviet Union, it was
the triangular relations among Moscow, republican leadership and secessionist
movement that determined the exact leader of the secessionist movement.

In our cases, the moderate Shamiev led Tatarstan’ s separatism by negotiation and
was able to reach agreement with Moscow on a new Sovereignty Treaty. This pattern
later came to be called the “ Tatarstan Model”. After that, the secession in Tatarstan
quieted down. In sharp contrast, Dudaev pursued a radical strategy and sought
Chechnya s complete independence from the Russian Federation. To defend his
integrity of territory, Moscow dispatched Russian troops to quell this separatist
republic. Leadership strategy thus determined the outcome of secessionist movements,
and the choice of |eaders proved crucial in the whole process.
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