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Abstract:

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, five new states emerged in Central Asia:
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Adjacent to China
and traditionally being viewed as part of Russia’s sphere of influence, Central Asia
not only has vast natural resources, but also occupies important geostrategic position,
which lures the international powers to engage in the area’s affairs. In the aftermath of
the 9/11 event, the U.S. acquired the opportunity to deploy their military in Central
Asia. By means of military presence, the U.S. found the way to counteract the
influence of Russia and China in Central Asia. Consequently, Central Asia has
become the focus of international politics.

Applying a geopolitical approach to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
established by China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan in
2001, the thesis examines the origins and prospects of the SCO, analyzes the variation
of geostrategic situation in Central Asia, and discusses how the U.S. military presence
in Central Asia has influenced the development of the SCO.

After the end of the Cold War, post-Soviet Central Asia has played a significant role
in the global geostrategic maneuver. The motive of China and Russia to initiate the
formation of the SCO in 2001 is to seek their predominance in Central Asia. After the
9/11 event, the U.S. military presence in Central Asia has indeed affected the
development of the SCO. China, Russia and the U.S. are the three main actors of the
New Great Game in Central Asia. The results of the ongoing New Great Game are as
follows: The U.S. temporarily stands on a vantage point. Russia takes the second
place and tries to catch up by controlling the CIS Collective Security Treaty
Organization. China still strives to maintain its influence in Central Asia by enhancing
the economic and political ties with Central Asian countries through the SCO.



