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The Relationship between Village Firm Property
Rights Reform and Grassroots Democracy

Abstract

Villagers' self-governing organizations, which are substitutes for the people's
communes that were disintegrated, constitute the important means for governing rural
areas in contemporary China. But in the operation of villagers self-governing
organizations, the administration of village and town government and direct
leadership mechanism of party branches at the grassroots’ level are still playing an
important role, or even a leading role in some aspects, which causes unavoidable
power conflicts. The paper discusses the interaction between the changes in the
property rights of village enterprises in the late 1990’s and the development of
grassroots democracy-villager self government and elections.

Keywords: Village firm property rights reform -~ Collective economy - Village
self-governance system
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