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Liberation and burden
— The Contradiction of Patriarchy in China’s One

Child Policy

Abstract

One child policy have begin in 1978, in the era of reform and opening to the
outside world, it have change the Chinese population, development of the society, and
the life of Chinese women in the bottom completely. The starting point of the policy
is for the demand of the country, the Communist Party of China declares, one child
policy can solve Chinese society in population pressure ,also can make woman by is it
produce and then pressure and put into production to reduce, thus promote the woman
status . Seem on the surface, it have combined well in the One Child Policy and sex
ideology demand that the country develops the demand and pays attention to women's

status.

But when we look over these policies further, it have a lot of regulation have
contradictory place to find, perhaps it’s not such simple question of production
and reproduction, the relationship between women and the state is not so good as the
objective neutrality wanted to see in the policy, in the place where a lot of policies
can't be taken into account or justified oneself, the traditional patriarchy view gives
play to in the declaring accurate of the policy to influence indistinctly and rightly.
This text attempts take the view of Standpoint Theory, discuss the contradiction and
harmony in One Child Policy in three ways: country development, sex ideology and
patriarchy in culture.There is a logic in the One Child Policy , it hopes to promote

women to enter production of the public field with the reducing of the woman



reproduction, improve woman status, thus,the sex selective birth would be solve by

improving women status.

However, this kind of argument is actually judging women’s production with the
male standard , in the other hand, it is insufficient to explain the meaning of
reproduction, only equates the reproduction with bearing, have neglected the house
work and population that women bear in the private field. The country stand neutrality
and transfer the responsibility that the sex selective birth to the specific family , and
the pressure of the patriarchy is melted individually, become the predicament that

specific woman and family must face alone.
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