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The Construction of a Global City----Shanghai as an example

Keywords: Globalization, Global City, Shanghai, the Four Centers, TNC,
Yangtze River Delta, Urban Governance

Abstract:

Under the effects of globalization, the flows of people, material, finance, and
information transit very fast, and a few famous cities with the power of affecting the
flows become the places of gathering, namely Global Cities. So call depends not only
on its scale , but the power of its connection with other cities as well.

Considering this, China begin to emphasize its city development after its reform
and open policy, and especially focuses on Shanghai to be a global city, and such
ambition can often be seen from the several speeches of its former mayor Chen Lian
Ju.

According this background, the dissertation tries to research the construction
process of Shanghai being a global city. It includes seven chapters, besides the
introduction, it traces the development of the theory of global city, and then discusses
the policies of Shanghai’s people and space arrangement. Ensuing we discuss its
Four Centers—economic, financial, trade and shipping, their developments and
difficulties. After these, we begin to discuss its connection respectively with Yangtze
River Delta cities and foreign cities by adopting content analysis method to examine
Shanghai Wenhui Newspaper, Economist, and Newsweek. And then we discuss
Shanghai Government including its transformation and its urban governance. Finally
it’s the conclusion.

By this analysis and discuss, the dissertation points out the fact that spite of its
striving construction, Shanghai with the trait of “Interactive construction mode by its
government leading ”, it at most can only be called a “globalizing city”, not a “global
city”. At the same time , it also reflects that adopting western theory to Shanghai may
not be a good way , for Shanghai can be a global city by its own way.



