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The Study On the Linguistic Style of

Sima Xiangru’s Rhapsodies

Abstract

West-Han Rhapsodies are difficult to read owing to their complicated expressions
as well as magnificent structure. Moreover, the archaic pronunciation differs greatly
from the modern one, which impedes the readers from comprehending and feeling the
phonological beauty particularly designed for recitation. This article aims at
explaining the phonological characteristics of Sima Xiangru’s rhapsodies, which were
intentionally written in an exaggerative language. The concept of “Linguistic
Stylistics” is adopted to categorize their vowel clusters, consonant clusters and tones.
Furthermore, by means of a phonetic simulation, the rhapsodies’ phonological
harmony and comparison in recitation is presented.

West-Han Rhapsodies are works by “Chinese jesters” to amuse the emperors. There
fore, they are magnificent in form and exaggerating in rhetoric, which dwarfs the
lyrical texture. In fact, rhapsodies at that time were written in the way that is
colloquially euphonious to the ear. Parallelism is a prominent characteristic of
rhapsodies, which helps analyze the phonological harmony.
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