Abstract

Upon the evaluation of an electoral system, the main concerns are the
governability and proportionality. In Taiwan’s case, the electoral system of Legislative
Yuan altered from SNTV to mixed-member system; however, the reformers invariably
accentuated the stability of governance but ignored the semi-proportionality of SNTV.
Hence, the result of election in 2008 got unbalance between governability and
proportionality. This article tends to measure the degree of disproportionality by
Loosemore-Hanby index from 1992 to 2008 and tries to explain how
disproportionality occurred from five dimensions—district magnitude, levels of seat

allocation, threshold, number of total seats, and ballot structure.

In addition, the results could be quite different when it compared with of other
situations. According to this paper, the representation of small parties and the degree
of proportionality will be enhanced while adopting MMP and redistributing the votes.
Moreover, this paper is going to make a comparative study with Japan which have

adopted MMM and have experienced four times elections since 1996.

Finally, although mixed systems combine some features of both plurality and PR,
there is still no perfect electoral system in the world. However, by making good use of
flexibility of mixed systems, we might have an “ideal” system which can be regularly

updated to suit changing needs and political conditions.
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