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Constructing a System of Indicators for Choosing Potentially Creative Students

The main purpose of the current study is to construct a system of indicators for
choosing potentially creative graduate and undergraduate students, and to supply
theoretical foundation for this system. Issues on higher education admission process
not only influence colleges’ prestige and competitiveness but also guide instructional
goals, curriculum designs, and teaching methodology for, especially, secondary
schools. In a way, they even influence social movement and SES distribution of our
next generation. Likewise, the entrance examination for the graduate program in the
university, also strongly influence the study behavior of students in the undergraduate
programs.

Based on comprehensive review of theoretical foundations, this study derived the
first version of a system of indicators for choosing ideal applicants. A survey was
completed on a sample of 95 subjects who are concerned about the topic of choosing
potentially creative persons. Results from this survey were used to revise indicators
which seemed inappropriate or insufficiently valued. The final version of the system
includes 6 categories of 31 indicators. The 6 categories are: learning abilities, creative
thinking, critical thinking, affection strength, practicality skills and wisdom. Each
indicator was briefly defined and can be developed into measurable/assessable criteria
in the future. Indicators in the system can be selectively adopted by different
institutions based on different philosophies, which form the pluralistic society.

Keyword : higher education, admission process, selection criteria, abilities, attitudes.
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