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An American I met a while ago told me about his trip to
Iraq. He said that the first thing that he learned besides the word
“Mabrook” was 4 ¢l o) “ In Sha Allah” (God willing). He
told me that every time he asked for directions, information, or

food people would say “God willing” when answering. He
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thought that it was cute at first until one day he needed a taxi.
He called for the taxi and was told that it would pick him up in a
half hour, inshallah. The taxi didn’t show up on time. He called
them back and the person in charge said that it would arrive
soon inshallah. He waited some more. Finally he called back
again and said,” I don’t care if God is willing, just bring me a
damn taxi. I need to work inshallah.”

I was reminded of this story last week at dinner with Natasha,
her husband, and Basboos. We were talking about how when we
were growing up our relatives would say 'inshallah' when we
asked for something. "Yes, we’ll go to the park tomorrow
inshallah. Yes, I will buy you candy later inshallah." We
realized while we were talking that 'inshallah' was a nice way of
saying no.At school, people would say that God willing they
would have good grades. At a very young age | wondered why I
had to study so hard if God was willing to give me good grades.
I am going back to work now inshallah."
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