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Change and Impact of the Muslim Women’s
Traditional Status in the Middle East

Liou, Yea-Lin
Abstract

Change of women'’s status was a leading indicator of social
change in the Middle East in the 20 th century. In contrast with
other states and regions of different historical traditions,
religious concepts, and political institutions, the development of
Muslim women’s status in the Middle East is more tortuous and
complicated.

In most Middle Eastern countries, the traditional status of
Muslim women remains very low in the society, politics and
economy due to gender ideology stressing women’s family roles
in Islam and due to the moral ethics and social customs of the
tradition as well. There are dramatic and huge transformations in
the most Middle Eastern countries since their independence after
the World War 11, and these lead to the change and progress of
the Muslim women’s social status in the field of marriage,
family, education, employment and political participation. As we
have seen in the region, while women have made some gains in
education, employment, and political rights, the improvement of
Muslim women'’s status updates the educational mode, type and
object of the region, makes the social structure more pluralistic

and reasonable, expands the scale and realm of civil right, and



keeps upgrading the sex consciousness of women. However,

what needs to be stressed is that further promotion of the

Muslim women’s status in the Middle East is faced with a series

of difficulty and challenge.
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Key words: Middle East, Islam, Muslim women, family,

tradition, education, employment, political

participation.
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