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The Development of the Islamic Wahhabiyyah
Movement in Northwestern China: A Study of
the Rising and Influence of Ikhwani
in Linxia Area

Chao, Chiu-Ti
Abstracts
The Wahhabiyyah Movement was the first significant

experiment of the Islamic reformation and renaissance in the

18th century. It emerged from the Holy Land of Islam and

spread all over the Islamic World through the annual pilgrimage.

The Wahhabiyyh Movement was introduced into the Muslim
Society in Northwestern China by the Muslim leaders who took
the opportunity to go on a pilgrimage and learn the movement.
It was localized and transformed into /khwani and Salafiyyah in
the 20th century, thereby adding two denominations to the
Qadim, which had been in existence for over one thousand
years, and the Men-huen, which was developed in the 17th
century, in the society of the Northwestern China.

This study first traces the development of the
Wahhabiyyah Movement, drawing the linkage of the religious
reformation between Muslims in the Saudi Arabia and the
Northwestern China, particularly the Linxia, Gansu area which
has been termed “Miniature of Mecca in China”. This study

focuses on the development of the Ikhwani in Chinese Muslims,
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and the rising of the Salafiyyah which was branched out of the
Ikhwani. 1t also compares the social environment of the
Islamic reformation movement between Muslims in Arabia and
the Northwestern China, and analyzes the impacts of religious
movement taking place in Mecca and the “Miniature of Mecca
in China” upon Muslims in each place. This study will confirm
that the Chinese Islam is an integral part of the Islamic World
and the feature of multi-denomination in the Muslim society as
demonstrated in Northwestern China also reflects the

multi-culture characteristics of the world Islam.

Key words: Wahhabiyyah Movement ~ Miniature of Mecca in
China ~ denomination ~ Ikhwani ~ Salafiyyah
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