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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the factors that cause the annexation of
the Strategic Forces to the Air Forces and its impact on and implication to the global
security order.  Through this study, it is expected to gain a further understanding of
the changing security order on the global level and the AsiaPecific Area. As a
result, it is expected to offer valuable information helpful to the concerned
institutions of our government, being responsible to the decision-making of the
concerning defense and security policies.

The strategic thinking and security concept of the former Soviet Union had
been greatly changed since the rise of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, who
promoted the new political thinking and formulated a new military doctrine. Since
the collapse of the Soviet Union, the President of the Russian Federation, Boris
Yeltsin, follows this new line of political thinking and continues the détente policy
with the United States. Yeltsin appointed Igor Sergeyev as defense minister, who
was assigned the task of reforming the Military. This appointment was aimed at
realizing the line of new political thinking in the building of the Army, in order to
create afavorable condition for the economic reforms.

However, in the process of military reforms, there were differences between
Chief of General Staff Anatoliy Kvashnin and Defense Minister Igor Sergeyev.
Kvashnin argues that, in the global competition of the 21% century, the key factor
will be economic performance, while not being nuclear forces. The maintenance of
aformidable strategic rocket forces will be not only useless to the national security
but also harmful to the realization of economic reforms. Therefore, Kvashnin
supports the annexation of the Strategic Rocket Forces to the Air Forces. On the
contrary, Sergeyev argues that, since the collapse the Soviet Union, the United States
support the enlargement of NATO eastward and even bombarded Kosovo
mercilessly. It is only because of their fear of the formidable deterring forces of
Russia’ s Strategic Rocket Forces that, so far, the United States still have never dared
to intrude upon Russia's territory proper. Once the Strategic Rocket Forces is
dismissed, the US ventures in the world will be bolder and incontrollable.
Therefore, Sergeyev insists the maintenance of the Strategic Rocket Forces as an
independent branch of the Armed Forces. After protracted policy debates, in
mid-August 2000, the president elect VIadimir Putin, having carefully evaluated the
internal and external situation, determinedly ordered the annexation of the Strategic
Rocket Forces to the Air Forces.

This study will be guided by the centra organizing concept, the “Kremlin
politics.” Based on this concept, this study will analyze the major factors that made
Putin determined to order the annexation of the Strategic Rocket Forces in the
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frameworks of the “Kremlin politics approach” and the “economic development
approach.” It is hypothesized in this study that the key factor that made Putin
determined to order the annexation is the Kremlin politics, although the economic
factor had aso played an important role to a certain degree.

This study will be divided into five chapters. Chapter 1: Introduction.
Chapter 2: The national security concept in the Soviet Union and the establishment
of the Strategic Rocket Forces. Chapter 3: The national security concept in the
post-Soviet Russia and debates over the annexation of the Strategic Rocket Forces,
1992-99. Chapter 4: The national security concept in the post-Soviet Russia and
debates over the annexation of the Strategic Rocket Forces, 1999-2000. Chapter 5:
Conclusions.

Keywords. Russia, Strategic Rocket Forces, national security concept, strategic

security, economic reforms, Kremlin politics.
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