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Direct Democracy and Constitutional Regime: A Comparative Study on Taiwan,




France and Switzerland

This project will study the relations between direct democracy and
constitutional regime, in particular of semi-presidential system, and its impacts
among Taiwan, France and Switzerland. The direct democracy, such asthe
referendum has played a very important role, not only in many west European
democracies, but also in so-called new democracies after the cold war era. The
Swiss Confederation has practiced the referendum since the 17" century, its
experiences have been considered as the most successful case in the democratic
countries. For the French people, the referendum possessed a negative image for
along time due to the practice during the reign of Napoleon | and 111 periods. It
has been changed under the Fifth Republic. In Taiwan, with the deepening of
democratization, the government and the political leaders should face the issues
related to the direct democracy. The outline of thisresearch is:

(1) To study the theory and the practice of the referendum, in particular itsrole
in the constitutional regime or political system,

(2) Conduct acomparative study of the referendum on the France, the Swiss
Confederation and Taiwan,

(3) Try to propose someinstitutional and voting system in regard to the practice
of referendum in Taiwan in the coming constitutional reform.

[ Keywords] : Direct Democracy, Referendum, French fifth Republic,
Swiss Confederation, Taiwan.
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