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Abstract

Rich in near synonymous verbs, Hakka,
one of the most important languages spoken
in Taiwan, has long been short of systematic
exploration. To have a better understanding
of not only semantic contrasts shown by
Hakka near synonymous verbs but also the
language as awhole, it is definitely
worthwhile to have a comprehensive

examination of Hakka

near synonymous verbs.

This project hence aims not only to
identify the semantic features that can
properly describe the semantic contrasts of
Hakka near synonymous verbs through an
investigation of their semantic properties but
also to examine the generalization of the
semantic features by comparison with those
identified by previous analyses on near
synonymous verbs of other languages. With
comprehensive search from the data, the
project so far has identified eight groups of
Hakka near synonymous verbs: verbs of hit,
verbs of cut, verbs of touch, verbs of die,
verbs of kill, verbs of cook, verbs of feed,
and verbs of transaction. The project has
further distinguished them in terms of
semantic features extended from Levin
(1993). Finaly, and most significantly, to
illustrate, the project has proposed a more
fine-grained distinction of the semantic
contrasts among the thirty itemsin the “verbs
of hit” group.

In short, the project starts with an
extensive collection of the Hakka near
synonymous verbs, and then identifies
semantic features that adequately characterize
the semantic differences exhibited by those
near synonymous verbs, and finally proposes
a more fine-grained distinction among the
members of a group of near synonymous
verbs.

Obvioudly, the outcome of this study
helps enrich the research on Hakka, verifies
the universality of the semantic features, and
provides a foundation for  further
investigation of intricate syntactic behavior
of Hakka near synonymous verbs.
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