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Abstract

Key words : campaign spending, public funding of elections
This project aims at exploring the following topics related to the public funding of
elections: (1) to build a typology of public funding of elections among nations; (2) to
examine the impact of campaign spending on politics; (3) to review the merits and
flaws of public funding system of elections in Taiwan; (4) and to make policy
suggestions for future revision of regulation on public funding.

In this study a comparison of public funding among Germany, France, United
Kingdom, United States, Japan and South Korea is made to build a typology of public
funding. The comparison shows that the extent and amount of public funding is
positively associated with the magnitude and intensity of regulation by a government.
The more the government provides, the more the government wants to regulate
campaign money. Taiwan, according to this typology, has a system providing
substantial funding for candidates and political parties with moderate regulation. The
project also includes interviews with experienced politicians and government officers
responsible for election administrations. Analysis of survey data from other research
project is also carried out in order to support the argument in this study. Also, this
study finds that the major function of public funding of elections is to provide
financially disadvantaged a reasonable chance to compete in the race. The system also
helps to develop a healthier party system. Nevertheless, there is no evidence to
support that public funding may reduce campaign spending. In conclusion, this project
suggests several government services for candidates may be improved by minor
revision and a “public funding candidacy” system is also proposed for future

consideration.
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