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An Analysis on the Title ofBiography of 

Bianchueh and Tsangkong 


Chin, Shih-ch'i 

Department of History, National Chengchi University 

This article tries to analyze the reasons why Ssuma Chien took Bianchueh 

and Tsangkong instead of their full name, which were Chin Yueh-jen and 

TsuenyU Vi, or their group name like physician, as the title for their biographies. 

This study has acquired several conclusions as following. At first, Bianchueh, 

possessing expertise of maj(~), was actually a fictional figure in the folk legends 

since pre-Chin era, whom Ssuma Chien took to exemplify an ideal image of 

physician. To Ssuma Chien, an ideal physician not only can diagnose the causes 

of diseases accurately and cure diseases of individual persons adequately, but 

also can demonstrate with his therapeutic process the right ways for the political 

rulers to manage a state. Secondly, Tsangkong was without doubt a real historical 

figure, whom was also taken as the successor of Bianchueh in the early West Han 

period. However, his experience as a physician, of which he was put into jail by 

his nasty patients once, showed the deteriorated and corruptive lives lived by the 

members of Han's royal family. Thirdly, there were two major possible reasons 

why Ssuma Chien deliberately took Bianchueh and Tsangkong instead of their 

full name as the title for their biographies. On the one hand, he tried to express 

his disapproval to the rule of Emperor Wu, who had sentenced him to castration 

without mercy on his loyalty, by the legendary death of Bianchueh and the unfair 

trial put on Tsangkong. On the other hand, he tried to propose an observation of 

what is the inevitable fate of a subject, which was all at disposal by an imperial 
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