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A Case Study of Disease Affected by
the Duke of Chin in 541 BC
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This article is a case study of disease affected by Duke of Chin in 541 BC.
This case was recorded in form of dialogues between historical figures in
Tsuo-chuan and Kuo-yii. Neither Tsuo-chuan nor Kuo-yii wrote many narratives
related to illnesses, death or medical treatment of ruling class. Therefore, this
article tries to answer the following question: why was the event of disease
affected by Duke of Chin recorded both by Tsuo-chuan and Kuo-yii. Besides, the
author also tries to explore the historical meanings of this case in two ways: one
way is to put it into its political context and find why did those dialogues
occurred, and the other way is to explain the implications of those dialogues in
term of their contemporary intellectual atmosphere. This article reaches two
conclusions: firstly, though it appeared that those dialogues were medical
oriented, they were, in fact, political statements, sfrategic gestures between
different historical figures who had different political stands, intentions and
expectations. And secondly, the reasons why this case had been recorded are: it
not only manifests complicated and efficient maneuver of the technique of
negotiation, demonstrates the profound knowledge of history of those who
involved in this case, but also shows their willingness to the traditional values. In
sum, those materials should not be simply treated as medical literature, but

should be taken for their political implications as a whole.
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