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Abstract

This paper focuses on the practices of divination in the Sung. From the early Sung on,
many students, who were still preparing for the civil service examinations, went to diviners
for their future. This practices has been widely adopted among the examinees in the Sung.
Moreover, not only examinees wanted to know their future by divination, but officials also
concerned for theirs. Even the emperors themselves called for divinersin many occasions.
Many could live on divination and some were even able to amass fortune and enjoy fame.
This practice was so prevalent that, by the late Sung, before assigning officials to positions of
acertain rank, the court needed to have their divination.

By the Southern Sung divination was still widely accepted. What is different from that in
the Northern Sung was, due to intense competition of the examinations, many persons who
were previously students now turned to divination for living. To enlarge their market, those
diviners asked officials for farewell essays as self-introduction as they had an audience with
other officials. Therefore, many such essays can been found in officials' collected works.
Under such circumstances, Neo-Confucian scholar-officials felt obliged to deal with this
situation and counter against the practice of divination. However, what we seein their
farewell essaysis more and more diviners appeared in the market.
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