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Abstract

The significance of the press freedom in a democratic society is to guarantee the
basic right of opinion expression of all the people by excluding the improper
interference of the non-market factors from the publishing business. As the press
freedom done well, the people will be given the advantage to watch over the
government, to prevent as if it will go beyond the limits that regulated by the
constitution.

The eleventh article of the Constitution of the Republic of Chinarevealsthat:“ The
people have the freedom to speeching,teaching,writing,and publishing.” In general,
all these four freedoms are viewed as so-called the freedom of expression. No doulbt,
the press freedom is one inseparable part of the freedom of expression.

Alexis de Tocqueville wrote as followed in 1830's.” In some nations which
pretend to be free any agent of authority can break the law with impunity, and the
country’s congtitution gives the person aggrieved no right to complain before the
courts. In such nations the independence of the press is not just one of the guarantees,
but the only guarantee remaining for the freedom and safety of the citizens. So if the
men ruling such nations speak of taking away the independence of the press, the
whole people could answer them:* Let us punish your crimes in the ordinary courts,
and then perhaps we shall agree not to appeal to the tribunal of public opinion.” ”

Just as Tocqueville had pointed out, the role of the press freedom in a country isthe
“ tribunal of public opinion” .So if the liberty of press be trampled, the direct
cosequence is that the gate of the public opinion court be shuted. People of such
country not only couldn’t appeal in the juridical court, they in fact have no way to win
their justice back. We can judge a society is free and democratic or not simply by it
has or hasn’t the freedom of publishing and speeching.

The dissidents’ striving for the liberty of pressin Taiwan after the World War 1l isa

long and complicated process. After two major dissident media in 1950's—Free

China Semimonthly and the Gonglunpao Public Opinion Daily  are banned by the



authority between 1960 and 1961, the whole decade of 1960’s there wasn't any mass
medium dared to challenge the policies of KMT’s administration. Only after 1970, the
continuously coming of crises of diplomatic failure and domestic affairs, especially
the death of Chiang Kai-Shek in 1975, there was another chance for the flourishing of
the political dissidents publications. In such a meaning, the process of the
democratization in Taiwan went together with the liberization of the media-control by
the KMT government.

The purpose of this project aims at revealing the coercive methods and laws issued
by the authority in order to depress the opponents between 1945 and 1988, and how
the intelligent elites responsing it at that time.

Keywords: press freedom freedom of expression public opinioon dissident media
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® E.g, Blasi, supranote 36, at 541 , 564 ; BAKER , supra note 42 ,at 233.

* E.g,Blas , supranote 36, at 541, 564 ; BAKER , supra note 42 ,at 233.
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