BREXZE  EREMGBREZS (1895-1945)

Picture of Exhibition: The Exhibition Activities in Taiwan
(1895-1945)
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— ~ Abstract

This s a century of exhibitions. Everyday, even every moment, exhibitions held
everywhere to induce people consuming goods, or, to introduce “heritage and
culture” to other country. Taiwan was no exception under such world trend of
exhibition. From 1893 to 1935, there were no less than 1,174 times of exhibition
activities, in my rough estimation, sponsored by governmental or non-
governmental organizations. Some exhibitions were like country fairs promoted
by the local merchants, others in bigger scope, such as decennial anniversary of
exhibitions usually held by the colonial government. Beside which, there were
many Commercial Exhibition Halls stand in the main urban area in the West
plain of Taiwan. In all these exhibition activities, the Fortieth Anniversary of
Exhibition for the Commemoration of Colonized Taiwan (FAECCT in
abbreviation) may be the most typical one. In this paper, we focus on the
FAECCT to elaborate the main effect of exhibition in Taiwan history. We find
that mobilization, commercial profits and propagation are three main effects of
FAECCT. In short, one of the main goals of FAECCT was to review the
achievements of colonial control in the past forty years and calling for the
identification of their successful rule. But the Taiwanese visitors and
participators attached their importance to the commercial profit of exhibitions. In
other words, the Japanese intended to glorified their PAST through exhibition,
but the Taiwanese search profit in exhibition to promote their real life of
PRESENT. The quite different attitudes between both sides implied that there
was mechanism of self-screen in the colonial culture of Taiwan, which deserved
more research in the future.

Keywords: Exhibition, Exposition, Fair, representation, Visual identity, social
control, mass consumption world, cultural and social history of Taiwan.
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