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“The Southern Academic Network” of Modern China’s
Historiography (1911-1945)

Abstract

We usually refer “the Southern Academic Network” of Modern China’s Historiography
mainly to those historians at Nanking Normal College (including modern Tung-nan
University, Central University, Che-chiang University, and Nanking University), including
those scholars like Liu I-cheng, Wu Mi, Chu K’o-chen, Liu Po-ming, Hsu Tse-ling, and
those graduated from the College, such as Chang Ch’i-yun, Miu Feng-lin, Ch’en Hsun-tz’u,
Hsiang Ta, Cheng Ho-sheng, and those whose academic approach close those at the College,
such as Wang Kuo-wei, LU Ssu-mien, Chang Yin-lin, Ts’ai Shang-ssu, T’ang Yung-t’ung,
Ch’en Yin-k’o, and Ch’ien Mu.

Doubtlessly, researches in Modern China’s Historiography among “the Northern School”
attract more attention than those among “the Southern School” over the years. When we
mention works on the tradition established by historians at Peking University, especially by
those in Institute of Chinese Studies at Peita, or studies of the establishment of Modern
China’s Historiography from the angle of modern academic discipline, or discussions of the
development of Modern China’s Historiography represented by Institute of History and
Philology, Academia Sinica, “the Northern School” usually catches many scholars’ eyes.
Studies on the Southern School, however, still wait to be done.

We have such a picture is because, on the one hand, the Northern School had long taken
the lead in the field. On the other hand, the issues brought up by the school gained more
attention. Although works on the Northern School also mention the influence of the
Southern School, the latter is usually considered as the ramification of the former, or the
“opponents” of the former. The article shall give a full survey on the Southern School,
including what is new and old in both groups, their discourse on both Chinese and western
cultures, historiography under nationalism, source materials about historical methods, and
discourses by the cultural conservatists. In this research | will paint the picture of the
network of the Southern School.

Key Word

The Northern School, Peking University, the Southern School, the Southern Network,
Nanking Normal College, the Hsueh-heng School
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