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This program investigates the controversy of femae rule in the reign of Elizabeth |
(1558-1603). There had been a vociferous debate on the righteousness of female rule during the
reign of Mary | (1553-1558). This debate maintained its eminence in the reign of Elizabeth,
particularly after the arrival of Mary, Queen of Scots (r. 1561-1567), in 1567.  Therefore, this
program focuses on the later reign of Elizabeth, from the 1560s to 1590, instead of the whole
period of Elizabeth’s rule. It chooses four works of female rule as the primary texts to be
analyzed, including William Fleetwood's Itinerarium ad Windsor (1575), Henry Howard’'s A
Dutiful Defense of the Lawful Regiment of Women (1580-1590), John Leslie’'s A Defence of the
Honour of Marie Quene of Scotlande (1569), and David Chambers Discours de la Légitime
Succession des Femmes (1579).

Works of Fleetwood and Howard are defenses of Elizabeth’s gynecocracy, and those of
Ledslie and Chambers are for Queen Mary. The authors include both Protestant and Catholics.
The main context behind the publishing of those works is Mary’s exile in England. She, as a
pious Catholic and an heir to Tudor dynasty, became the converging point of Catholics' political
and religious aspiration, either inside England or outside. They hoped that Mary could take
Elizabeth’s crown over and restored England to its old faith. All of their plots, the Northern
Rebellion for example, threatened Elizabeth’s rule. By this circumstance, several supporters of
both Elizabeth and Mary prompted to write defenses of female regiment in order to enhance
Elizabeth’s or Mary’s righteousness.  Interestingly, we would hardly find any anti-gynecocracy
discourse during this period, since both monarchs are female.

All the four authors emulated the framework and arguments of John Aylmer’'s An
Harborowe for Faithfull and Trewe Svbiectes (1559), the most influential work defending female
authority at Elizabeth’s accession to the throne. But they paid greater attention then Aylmer to
the right of women’'s succession by blood and the specific status of female heirs, since their
works were produced under the context of the controversy of succession in Elizabeth’sreign. It
is argued that all the authors aimed to achieve their political or religious aspirations by making
use of gender theory, instead of promoting woman's right in general. At the same time, they
demonstrated a noteworthy phenomenon that similar ideas on gender and politics cut across
religious lines and were shared by Protestant and Catholic apologists in an age of religious
contention.
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