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Abstract
Keywords : Information Origination; Education for Information Organization; Professional
Competencies; Cataloging Education; Metadata Education; Curricula Design

Organization of information in the twenty-first century has become more urgent and challenging
because of the rapid increase of information on the Web, a strong interest in digital resources, and the
emergence of new formats. The field has also become more competitive because many non-library
information professionals and other professionals who used to be end users are getting involved in
information organization, and many of them use Metadata schemas developed for a specific domain or
discipline. In the networked age, the options for information organization have expanded, and
competencies in cataloging and Metadata have become critical for library information professionals to be
effective and competitive.

This study covers six goals as follows: (1) To explore the missions, roles, main functions, and
operations of information organization in the networked age. (2) To investigate the definition, content, of
competencies for information organization in the new information age. (3) To survey cataloging and
Metadata education in Library and Information Science Programs in Taiwan. (4) To discuss the
relationship between cataloging education and Metadata education. (5) To study the extent and content of
education for information organization. (6) To study whether there are some gaps between core
competencies and education for information organization.

The study 1s composed of three parts including a Delphi survey on core competencies of
information organization librarians; questionnaire survey on LIS schools cores and in-depth interviews
with LIS faculty.

The study surveyed roles, functions and jobs of organization of information librarians and their core
competences with a Delphi group of 29 librarians and faculty through three round questionnaire
surveying. A core competencies list of information organization librarians which includes three areas of
cataloging, Metadata, management, and technology with 35 competencies was drafted.

A questionnaire survey was conducted to investigate information organization courses and Metadata
courses of nine Library and Information Science schools from March 13 through April 12, 2006. The
results were shown that there were seventy-four courses on information organization, including 22
information organization fundamental courses, 46 advanced courses, and 6 courses on networked and
digital resources organization courses.

The networked and digital resources organization courses were provided in four LIS schools with
six courses which were networked resources organization; Metadata and XML Application; Digital
Resources Organization; Electronic Resources Organization and Management; Metadata. It was not
popular to provide networked and digital resources organization courses among LIS schools in Taiwan.

After in-depth interviewing with seven LIS faculties, we understand how they taught and designed
information organization courses. As results were shown, the LIS faculties were conservative to
networked and digital resources organization courses and they mentioned a lot of problems to provide
such courses as well as lack of professional knowledge and skills. They also commented that there were
some gaps between information organization courses and competencies demand of information
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organization librarians. At last, some conclusions and suggestions of networked and digital resources
organization courses development were made.
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